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drunkenne gl and vile / enſuality . cycry. 1 
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day y  withous che, leaſt rrongrle or 
I Fenſe char any, ching is a-mils, yea, 
| obey make. for of tho Sine, F197 0 


SY 


B 14. 9. "Ha nl in \ hes ole: Phil; SW 
| "They Ive yndiſturbedly in, a courſe of 
" ketlith wickedneſs , and die in the 
& Fame, without any thought or appre- 

* henſion of Sm, Death, or Judgement. 
d debauch CO Eſetves 


L; Cones Se] ulages, ark to the moral a ſo. 
4 "And when they ate come thu far, they 
6” Are freed t wo. 
E 14: From cheRe raints of the Miniſters 
| "of Gods Providence, the Holy Angels. They 
re Inſt umenrs 1 in the Sift Barion of 
es and judgements bby which God 
amsfianers from their Luſts ; Mi 
17 Of ; oh for our good, * 'Heb. i; 4 
perhapsconcern'd/abour usin 
Or k igs than \ we imagine”; throw- 
gbatsrhwartthe way whete dan- 
| "A n, Ui es; inwardly rele | 
_— e- 


5 DON OT TN 
SE WT” RH R 
# £ 4 

oF 


ſecretly exciting good. thoughts and + 
deſires, as Satan doth evil. ones, and *' 
: | . . Ds dl Root 
defending us, ' in many inſtances, from. 
| the-power and ſubrilty of that. enemy; 
Baur the derider of Religion, who-1s 
forſakenof Cod and'Conſcience isal» ! 
ſo left by Theſe. | And thatthere is ſuch 2 
a dereliction of incurable ſinners, we may * 
ſee Jer. 51.9. We would have: healed Baby» 7 
lon; but ſhe is not bedled, forſake' her, aid 
let- ber go. Spoken , as ſome: of the } 
learned Ancients ſuppoſe, | by the:Pre» 7 
ſidential Angels, like the voice in the +! 
Temple, a litle before the. laſt de-.? 
ſtrution of it, Let us go hence; 
Thus P/al.7+.9. the Septuagint reads» ? 
They that keep my Soul take couttel together, } 
ſaying; God hath forſaken him | leeus per» 
Jecute and take him, for there 6s none t0 dew ' 
liver him. The. goad Spirits depart from. 
the incorrigible inner, and Rave es }/ 
tothe evil anes. : 1: 41 .03-..9104 
.  Thusof the firſt dreadful conſequence } 
of Scoffing at Religion; the Scoffers are 
Lat C4 ns 
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_piven up £0 follow their  Luſts without 
b- Fe} wt F \nother i 1s, 
7124 That ' they follow without power to 
 legve or diſobey them. They follow as 
als and Slaves-, yea' they tollow as 
that 5s led. * Their wills are/bur 
motions of their Luſt , their Reaſons, | * 
the ampure Phantaſms and Imagina- || + 
Fthatare raiſed by their Luſts ; and |} 
To affeftions, bur the various tnclina» Þ| | 
- $ons of their Luſts. So that whatever 
be ſaid of the liberty of leſs degene- 
1en; theſe have none. | 
Jurpover conſiſts in the aids of the 
.of God , in the informations, 
ictions and reproofs of Conlci- 
, and in the offices of kindnels 
wwe-receive from the Miniſtring'Spi- 
' Fits: - When theſe are gone, all our power 
38'20xe.'-Yo- thar $ 46 pk ereprobate men are 
ph, 2.1. and Sold unto it, 
'The are { d mto Capti- 
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" Being: left of God and good Angels, the . | 


| acks, and thoſe of the worſt ſort; they 
| arc-mov'd and atted by the Devil, as:4f  » 
| they had noother Soul. Andſo, ,' 1+, 7 

or Very little hope of Remedy. The con+ 


| them art leaft) is quite or very near des' © 


| been aid already; and we may con: | 


ſider further, 
| time in which there is ground for hopet 1 


| when that is done, hope is at an end; 
| Now this day isthe time, and poſſibility 


Y and live: But men may. out-live,, and 
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darkneſs, #0 the rudgement of the great day. Y 


evil ones take poſſeſſion of them 3 on  ] 
which account they are truly Demons 2 


3- They. follow their Luſts with nave; | 
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dition of the Scoffers ( of ſome of. I 


fþerate. This follows from whar hath _/? 


/t. That there isa day, of Grace y'1a 1 


of repentance ; When ever a finner re- } 


peats and turns, he ſhall be accepted 
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ea away hit fag _ capacity Th ripene | 
| Tance; Arg then their Sun is ſet, heir 
| Ups done. 
1H © Now AY os, nah in Senſe, 
[] ; and; convittion of fan ; but when a 
 -manisarriv'd at a Are paſt feeling, he Þ 
"IS capable of that : the moſt powerful | 
word, moſt terrible judgements, and |} * 
= moſt alluring mercies have no effec b- 
: on ſuch ; the beſt Phyſick in the world | | 
will nor work on a dead carkals , the þ 
be  Joudeſt voice will not rouze a Marble || 
EE Statue; northe moſt foveraign Salve, 
' —_ up a cut inthe ſtump of a Tree. 

| The ſummis, When one ispaſt the 
#3 mars ſenſe of Duty and danger ,, Sm 
E and M/ery, he is paſt Repentance, Grace, 
= and'FHope: And this very often is the 
& condition of the Scoffer , who hath 
= debauch'd and jeſted away all feeling 
S of theſe Intereſts 
| © .57YXea(2.) there is great cauſerothink | 
|  thar-be-commirs che -Sin againſt 
9% "oh _ whats 29094 (or a 1nthat is very } 


near | 
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near it ) For that conſiſts in the Disbe- ? 
lief and contempt of the great and laſt Teſti» 
mony that was. given by the Spirit, to the 
28 truth of Chriſtian : And that T may 
1] notſeemtoſpeak this withour Fink 3 
© let us look into the place where the 
18 Girſt and fulleſt account of this ſin is: | 
df We have it Matth. 12. Our Saviour | 
| had cur'd onethat was poſleſt, er. 22. 
: 
e 


{ The pcople marvel'd, and were in- | 
clin'dro belieht upon it, er. 23. Bur -} 
rhe Phariſees revif'd, ſaying, that he 

» | caſt out Devils .by Belzebub , wer. 24. 
Chriſt ſhews the abſurdity and falſe- ? 

| hood of their ſuggeſtion, arguing that . .? 
| then Satan would be divided againſt hims 
| ſelf, and his Kingdom,” ſo divided, could © 
7 net ſtand, ver. 25,26. em. 
And having reaſon'd againſt 'that ? 
malicious account of his Miracle, he 
infers from the contrary, ' and trig way 

"of his'performing, it,” '-ver. 28. If I by 2 

| the Spirit of God, caſt out Devils,” thetis | 

"the Kingdom of God come into you ,* hom 3 
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forgiven unto men. 
* - , : Where by Blaſpheny againſt che Holy | 
Ghoſt muſt ES according | 
tothecontext, That of impuring the 
© Operation of the Spirit jn Miracles to 
{ the Devil ,. Which 1s therefore ſo bainous, 
© becauſe ic is anexpreſſhon. of the grea- þ 
— teſt contempe of jt, anda bas agaipliche Þ 
© Now co apply this; [Though che B 
mr Scofter darh (nor impure tbe Spirits Te- 
= may in Miraces to the Del ; yerthar 
mu 15.99t decaule, he hath 2 greater eſteem 
| of; the operations of rhe. Spirit; . bur 
—_— . ; : ” allow | 
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allow ſo much as the Phariſtes did, ? 
That any ſuch things were done , but fn 
poſech all tohave been Impoſtures and des 

* | lufrons in the Author , ot cunninglydevifed” 
* | Fables in the Relators, whictr is a Cons 
) | rempt pur upon the opetations of the 
| Holy Spirit, ' equal to that of afcribing © © 
* | them to the Devil, anddoth as effethually 
| and incurably ftrike up the Grounds of 
| Faith, asthat. Sorhatin ſubſtance, rhe 
{in of the Scoffers'is the ſame with that 7 
deſcribed in the Text, though dif- 

' | fering in circumſtance atid form. Yea, 1 
| | *ris the a with aggravation , fince they, * 
| | donotbarely ſpeak againſt the Holy Ghoſt, } 
| atid his operations, but deride therm's 1 
| an expreſſion of the ' greateſt contempr 1 
| And when men are come thus far; 3 
to defpiſe the great Teftimony of the : 
| Spirit and ground 'of Faith, 'afrer it” ! 
| harh been' (ufficiently propounded ro. 
them, and entertain'd by then, inta-* } 
your of their Luſts ; we have __ © by 4 
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think their Infidelity is incurable, and | 
conſequently, unpardonable. For fo the 
Apoſtle hath declar'd plainly, Heb. 
6. 4,5, 6. For it is unpoſſuble for thoſe 
who were once enlightened, and have taſted 
of. the heavenly Gift, and were made par- 


| | takers of the Holy Ghoſt, viz. in Bap-+ 
= tilm, and have taſted the good Word of 


God, - and the powers of the world to come , 


[ - all which are expreſſions of the vitibly 
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owning Chriſtianity , and partaking 


inthe dutics and priviledges of it) 1 


they ſhall fall away, to renew them again to. 


= repentance. And they that are arriv'd 
at.the, impudent 96 of deriding all 


this, are faln away with a witnels ; and 


MD therefore, [thiak, we may conclude. 


fely from the Doctrine of the Apo- 


+ fle;, that they are incurable and unpar-' 
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dinable - ahd from, this, and the . dii- 
courſe before, that. tis ſadly probable, 
they,have committed the ſin againſt the 


=”. 
"3% ” 5 # 
- >>> 200 
* "2." I ho * 
T TO” ” a F - ; $ ? 
(Sy [I F IS 4 4 * 
ke ve ® 7 F 
* EV is oN , + 
ro $s A ye k 
thy« 
x% , 
F742 . 
5 Fd af 


F 


Rs BP 3 y 
bn : 
4g 4 I % - 
"5 <> *- # eg Fr > 5 > mY Yd « 
55 , FE oa FR | © 6 4 4 & , 
RE a - . B ” "4 o e 
OS ; =. ; ; 
ba "* A o &% , s 
i : 
Y & Y E Z * F . F 
Leg: 4 Fo x - : f : 
: A 
"NP £ o IT bn LL 
"v9 PRE IN ns DET PRICES op & : i Y 
- d 37 be 4 F 


aA = n he Lo - % 3: 6 26.4 Ego 3 LE 
PRs EL. - fs. , a. . 4 > od "t7 
5 RL. IE : OI 
13-4, A Rv: 


f "I "x EY SO Ce ad i 
X 6 & / | SSSWESS 10 
- . . - I . - — w- 5 W 
4 c C . 4 b > 6 ue 4 7 - + FI *. 
. 3 ® Z 4 = 7 I z Z F «0 ' 3 *, + " "i 
= 4 s Þ © - £8 205 
"Y ; " w 4 IL : 5 
Þ hg, aw "3 es - 2 
2. ” "I 


| This 7cis like may Rem very ſevere: 
Doarine, bur. cannothelp that: |if- 
it be true, I am notto be blam'd for - 
hefereblyof-it, 3 7 f onje ya» Mb 
And Vme ſure the Book of Homilies: 
- declares more poſtively in the caſe, 
- than. 1 have” done :* For ſpeaking in 
* Ethe Tenth Homily, of the Scorners of Gods 
Lineſs and Religion , who are there de- 


_icr b'd - the Author ſaith .of them, g A 
[| Tehink I may without danger of Gods judges 

ment pronounce, that never any yet were cons 
 verted;unto God by Repentance, but continued © 
ſtill in their abomimable wicktdneſs, heaping 
np to themſelves Damnation againſt the day of 
Gods inevitable Judgement. | 0 _'} 3 
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| | Come now., IV. to the Ave | 
4 yPLicaTrion; which ſhall be . * 
| (41. )-\:Earneſtly ro :Debort all. that have 
the leaſt ſenſe: of vertue',, or reaſon, 
from Scoffing atReligion ; or at men _ 
for making profeſſion of ir. Andthen, 
(z.) I ſhall conclude with ſome ves 
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0 G focurs us How the e danger of this 
Y - Sin, - | 
Concerning the foſt, Tconſider that Al 
| the Scoffers, with whom.l am further 
” totrear, areof two ſorts. 1. Thedeſpe- ND: 
rate; who have debauch'd themſelves ſit 
þ into downright Infidelity : And 2. the 
| Faſhionable ohes, (as I crave leave, forf© 
| diſtinction, tocall them) who donor fu 
|  Scoff at Rehigion out of enmity or ma- ("1 
| tbce, but our of modiſhneſs and compliance ; 
Wc and it may be; our of deſign ro be ac- þ 
| CounredWits for ſo doing. | 
| {> I ſhall deal Firſt, with the former 
E for and in treating with them, ſhall Þ 
.. uſe none of the acknowledgements of Rel! 
gon; bur from plain unaſſiſted reaſon, 
F. - hall ſhewthe extreme vanity & mad-Þ 
- heſsoftheir practice:: AndI woulden- 
_rvear them to think of the ering 
- things... ;t) | 
Wo ©)Be Religios'T rhe ( ; | we know) 
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proper obje&t: to employ any of them, 
abour others. that belong. nor rothem is 4 
fooliſh.and wmatural,, Now (od hath, * 
beſtowed upon us Reaſon, and under- * 
s|ſtanding ro judge and diſcawſe about 
things that are ſerious; and the Faculty * 
lof laughter and deriſaqu to be exerciſed © } 
Cupon things thar arevain : to employ, # 
the former, and diſcourſe gravely about, 2 
ludicrous, trifling matters is ridiculous : 
And''tis equally abſurd to be: /portive. 
about affairs that are ſeriois., _ 
Now, whether Religion be true or, 1 
nat , "tis a: ſerious thing : If true, the } 
oreatelt Jntereſts of ths world and anos 
[{fer, are, included and concernedin it. 
Or. if It be otherwile, it mult yer be 
granted, thatit hath much. dgreeableneſs 
ich che Reaſons, and moſt ſerious Fa- 
culties of Mankind ; and our greateſt 
and molt important concerns in this 
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| ernment of the World are bound up 
| with it, and haye'relation toit: So fl 
that whethertrue or falſe, it is no mar- | 

rex of ſport, but ſubje& for our moſt | 6 
ſerious conſiderations and diſcourſes. {| 
| Andfrom this laſt hint about Govern- h 
; ment, I mind the Scoffer, Bb 
: 2. That his' pra&ice trends to the Lq 
th 

m 

in 

w 

C 

an 


i 


| diſſolution of humane Society, and the 
© turning of mankind 'intothe condition | 
- of wild nature: And if it ſhould ſuc- jj 
ceed, and prevail generally, upon any | 
whole people, it would make them 
' more ebb than any Nation inthe ſa 
| worldever yer was. 

” - ForbeReligion what it will, Govern-i 
E .. ment hath Strength, Security, and Re- 


erence from it.* Take this off, and 
* the fearsof it, andnoT;aws can be putÞWi 
| inexccution” (and without this, Go-Wer 
| yernment is a meer name, and no-Þ1 
| thing) For there can be no aſſurance of 

> the math of faff, where there isnore 
LL ſtrain! from Religion upon Tying,, bo | 
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falſe witneſs : And ſuppoſe but this, * 
that there is no reckoning or account here- 
after , every man may ſay, and tefti- 
fie, 'whar is for the advantage of his 
Luſts (for no. humane. Laws can reach 
him) and then Laws will be uſeleſs, or 
burtful , and all Government* will 
Bquickly be at an end. For though, as 
 Ethings are under the acknoyledge- 2 
[ments of Religion, there is much 7 fl 3 
ing, falſe-wirneſs, and injuſtice inthe 
world; yet let all the Reſtraints of 
Conſcience and Religion be remoyed, 
and things will be incomparably worſe: 
No mans Life or property will be' 
ſafe ; mankind woald worry and prey 
pon one another, and we ſhouldere 
ong fall 'a-ſunder into a condition of 
diſſolution and wildneſs. So that the Scof» 
fers at Religion are declared” enemies of 
Wumane Nature , and: ſtrive to turn us 
vg into the ſtate- of Savages and (ans, 
ibals. | CES. 
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| .. 3 Thehumouris exceedingly ruff | 
EF anda, Tis i manners to flout andfil ;; 
© deride whatis eſteemed by our Betters, 
| elpecially, if chateſteem be inthe bigh-| 
$ ot degree- of Veneration, Now Reli-f 
. gion. hath publique acknowledge- 
| ments of greateſt reſpe&ts from all 
' Ages, and all Nations, from the 
* - Princes &xhe people ; from the Migh-i 
ty, and the Learned; from the beſ, | 
and the moſt; from the deepeſt In- 
3 quiers, and acuteſt Diſcerners : So 
 thatto Scoff ar Religion, as if it were 
| ridiculous and coutemptuble, is rudely to 
| affrontall theſe, and-to publiſh themſp 
ora pack of fools and madmen.  'Tisf js 
to. make \Fopps of all our Fore-fathers, if tc 
and [deots. of the Fouuders of our Laws, r1 
Wand nnes., "Tis 29 1dehe. every 
| man weamect. (cxceptthe Atheiſt and 
| the Scoficr) andto proclaim all man- 
Titious Sneaks. - 4 
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er ſuch men qui 
civility and breeding, they Are ruder th an 
Torges, and wild Americans . and were 


i they treared according to their deſerts 
from mankind, rhey would mcereve- 


ry"whetc wich Chains and Strappa- 
4+ T'o Scoff Religion, is ridiculouſly 


” proud and immodeſt : And the ſcorner ſups 
»| poſeth, 'thar he ſees more with one. twinkle 


of his'eye, than the wiſeſt, moſt 
learned; and moſt conſidering part of 
mankind have ſeen in all their moſt ſe- 


rious and laborious obſeryarions. 


Certainly if Religion be a deceit, it 


18 notifo thin and tranſparent a one, as : 


0 be preſently looked through by eve- 
y mbifflr, a 1 
it s aty Impoſture, 'tis ſucha one, as hath 
itripos'd 
upon att the old World, and upon the 
greateſt-pare of the preſent': And be 
ic what it will, it hath madeit (elf ve- 
le by the helps of reaſon 
| 23-3 
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fler, and ſwilling Buffon. If 


_ the wiſdom of all Ages; 


, 9 
1 
. ne 
v <! 
4% 
1% a 
Oh w 


p 56 he es Wee; v ; "IIs TER, PSY RY INE © en © 0 LO 

% REO; WE REIN +. - - = Sy I x WESSEX p- CDRs Eon | , LORx Sond go IP n ES. BR eat | Ss 26 Sh SRO 

& i AS ERAS war IOICSCS DG, — 427d 5 . FA 00 IRE. o bY MIS £-\ Rs FR I p + $0 I NG FR... ” & 4h " dens ws 9 1% 2 © Se Y * *er r [ 
- OR OE x7 X EY 3 EL As IEEE IDS LOB $ CSS. Ek bag ES Re 2 LOS i We7e,9, ER 4 We 59 CK Coro wt 9 "v2 Fo 1” ..07 

fl > # I > 7 os xs 4 [gt 2 on F 4 3% (7 
ES IDES e 3s SW KR > N Fg IS FS TE ns I NS hy PSs L Woes s « 
G 4 : EET Ca&3% "_— EVE TEA a5. ood 5 _ &; b 
EY a8 3 3 ® + _ Re I "5 £ I I F a : _ 
by < » £ © 
: 


_ 
= 4 
-©-238 

RAGE” 

12 NS. 

As 
— 


8 "" # s Kh 'F *q 6 = FE 6 3 ; 
£ _- 40 . ; 1 ” 5 

” &% SS. 

” oy "Y 2 ; - - 
=, - 
- 1 

WP ” ad as - : 


' be very Strange, if ;a 
| bedetected and made fo naked by eve- 
| ry.onethat can laugh, and break a Jeſt, 
F It would be wonderful if the Myſtery hid 
| fromAges, [the Grand cheat of Religion, | 
© ſhouldar laſt be found out by Railews,| 
” and Songſters : Thar it ſhould ſo long 
| have been conceal'd from the wiſe andÞ} 
| prudent in all their diſquiſitions andfi 
| reaſonings, and be. reyeal'd at laſttoſf 
&  Debauchees and Jeſters,amid the wild in- 
* ſpirations of Wine and Ale. 
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ng; and it; would 
ter all, itſhould 


- Suppole- the worſt;} and. let Religj- 


acities ) 


 <covetiesaboutReligion. Or if they 
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- on be as falſe and as ridiculous as can be 
|. imagin'd:-..the Scoffers that. deride it, | 
' are impudent to pretend that They have 
found .it. out. They find: the folly and 
” falſhoodof Religion! Let them findnewſ 
| Faſhions, or new Oaths (things ſu-|| 
| table to:their genius) and ca 
” Bur forſhame ler not then ta) 
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learn their  (atechiſms ,- .iand know | 
what Religion is: And when they uns 
derſtand what they Scoft-at, let ther» 
Scoff '0n if: they/can. 1) 1:5-5; alone 
5." To deride Religion, is a dangerous: 
and unſafe practice. For the Scofferis. 
| not- ſure that he\ 1s wiſer: than all mans 
| kind, - that hath reverence for it. He } 
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- Mit ort, 
eyes onervh ie 3 Will he ſhow { bis us 
- good :company* artiong the Devils and his 
Angels; .or make paſtime of Heaven 
Religion, amid.rhe flames of Brim: 


Þ ao og *tis poſſible-: ( (at leaſt) that 
I F har we have heardof a. day of Judge. Þ 
- ment; and a futpre)ſtate of Heaven and | 
1 / Hell, Angels af Devils, ' M ay be 
wal; And: if-ir be,” the Scoffer is wi 
3 dane, te Aterality undone. Sothar he is 
extreumily' a foot | 'to venture ſo greata 
| Rake, as the life and happineſs of his | 
bon g Sout for evermore; upon'a c< onfidence | 
4 hat may deceive him: yea hedoth it 
Sor a preſurption- that hatbnor as 
Chi us: any. ood pr babitiies ro in- f(t 
- courage is. Foe if Religion be ntl fe 
ras ;y6e tmſt of che appearaices tie that i 1 
way: andno' wiſe: riar would hazard | v 

} foul again: Fach- -ſhews of- trath : b- 
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| the Scoffer gains the ſatisfaction of 4 
| little mettiment and ſport; and. it 
| among his companions ; e 
| re, he loferh the Viſion and enjoyment 
# of God, and-the eternal happineſs and 
: porfeBtion of his ſoul; he falls under 
che Vengeance 'of the moſt High, arid -- 
| Inta the power of Devils, under the ſtings 
| of (onſcience, and into the pains of _ 
| Hlell. LS 
| Now whatman in his wits, would 
@ runtheventure of ſuch fatal /offes and 
| miferies, for ſuch trivial Nothings of 
| advantage ? He were mad, that would: 
ſtake bis Eſtate and Lifero ger api or a 
I feather, in a caſe wherein he could have; 
y 1m: aſſurance; and he were more ſo, that 
would do,it, when there was odds: 
againſt him. If there were ten thou- 
nd probabilities on: the'part of Infidelity 
| (withouc certaingy) no wife man m_ 
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| more couldbe got-by it, than the plea-ſ 
ſure of a little laughing: Bur to doit 

| when ſo many appearances; (if they 'are | 
 nomore;) lic on the other fide, is Bed: 
| lammadnels. 
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TD Ucthere is yer another: ſort of Scof- i 
© I F-fers to be treated with, who are || 
” notyer com ſo far, as to believe that 
Þ Religion is'a Fable, and-yer Scoff at the þ 
2 - Hg! f4 il 101 of -it our of ; modiſhneſs 3 and an 
 Hbumourt of:imitation.. They do nt in 
| their hearts deny Religion., "but yet 
| | they(deride Thoſethat:practile accord- 
ati the fopperies, that many-times call I 
" ns them- | *© 
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themſelves: by that ſacred name,” but 
| fleeralſo, and ({pend the ſilly thing,” they 
| think: tro be Wit, upon thoſe actions 
| thatare undoubtedly religious : Such ne- 
ver enter into the contideration of the 
matter, and. therefore I; ſhall: endea- 


| yourtoawakenthem (thatthey may * 
$ know-whar they do) by the things. 
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| 1.: They Scoff at the Religious: for 3 
; atting according to Reaſon, that is, be-- 


| caulethey aremen and not \bruts: Be» 
| cauſe they, a&t like intelligent crea- 
| tures, :and not like the Horſe and Mule 


that have no underſtanding. They deride L 
; them for pailing right judgements, and 1 
| making a right choice : for preferring 


| God betorethe creature ; the /oul before 


| the body; and eternity before time : For 


od hath given to all his creatures a 
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chooſing light befor e dar kneſs : beauty be-- J 
fore deformity ; and life and happineſs'be+ 
fore rhe extreams of death and miſery. 


principleto direct their actions; _ 4 
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b  Fou to Mor, 2 4 Soſe _ Apatn to ſin 
I Dedſts ; . ſo thar to deride men for go- hin 
verning themſelves by their reaſons, | 
and nor by inferiour principles, is as ab- 
furd;-as it a' man Foul laugh at the | 
Oxtor _—_ freely inthe field, and 

| nocſtanding (ti]] ro grow like aree 
| oracthe bird, becauſe it flies in the air, o 
and doth nor. creep likethe worm on || 
# the ground... He thar'doth ſo, is an 
7+ + Tdevs, and a natural, and the Scoffer acts 
| | ihe ſame rate of folly.” 
£22 He derides men for living by the 
Bf oft ( atholick\rule of nature, viz.: that of 
3 ſelf-tave, and ſelf-preſervation. He fAouts | 
| them for i eeking bealtb and happineſs, | 
& riches, bonours, and pleaſures, thetrueſt and i 
ow beſt: For endeavouring roobrain jj © 
3 _ the favour of God; the peace of. Conſci- 
- ence; and ſecurity of future and erernal | 
_ well being: For ſtriving to avoid che 
-- ſnaves of on the wrath of God; and 
 pawof Hell Wor Raven at Srarar | be 
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into the Fire, 'and leap the precipice 
intorbe gulph of woe : Becauſe they 
 E will not be their own executioners, and 
beat out their own brains. 
| 3: He Scoffs at the Religious, becauſe. 
Þ chey af} for the great ends of -their Being. / 
| God made all things for an end, and: 
| man for a noble one, the injoyment of 
himſelf for ever: Now the exerciſes 
of Religion arc the way to this end, 
| and to deride men for this, isto laugh 
@ at them for ating, and deſigning pertis 
# nently. and xobly. The Scoffer jcers the 
religious, becauſc he lives for greater. 
| ends, thanthe Beaſts; and.indeavours! 
{ to be bappier chan his horſes & his ſwine : 
& Becauſe he will not be content, only. 
4 to eat and drink, and revel and die, - 
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U foren'don our natures. 25 56h Fe ef ign ſh 
| of Religion is, to repair our ruins, ſſwi 
| and'torecover gs tothe 1 integrity, and 
b Seafection of our firft ſelves ; to re- 
| ſtore Lightro the mind, and vertue to 
J the will, and order to the affections, 
to heal, cleanſe, and beautifie the 
| fſoul:: So that to Scoff at men for 1 
| ns by-this, is as if one ſhould de- 
b * ride:the ſick for raking phyſick, and the | 
| | Hind for uſing a guide. As it a man ff 
| | ſhould be ſcorn'd for waſhing, after he 
F d faln into a mire; or for ſeeking 
I m ure ay a foul Leproſie ie that had over- 
|S ge T he ſcoffer derides the - Religious 
! -JOEr4cH ing according to bis own principles. 
- He faith, there is a Gyd, and jecrs choſe 
J | hat: worſhip Him, he believes thar 
| Godis infinitely amiable, wile, great, 
 andgood; and yer laughs at.men for 
' Joving his $ beauty, and: believing his 
+ wikdom, and truſting -inchis power 
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ſhe Saviow; and ''derides thoſe that are 
villing to be ſaved by Him : that, the 
Holy Ghoſt is the ſanttifier ; and laughs 
. ar that holineſs, He teacheth and pro- 

duceth : He will tell you, - he believes 
there is an Heaven' of eternal happi- 
Wneſs; and ſcorns thoſe that ſeekit, thar 
there is'an Hell of endleſs wocandtor- 
Zment ; and makes ſport of all endea- 
ours to avoid it. 

6. He derides men, becauſe they are 
true to their engagements and profeſſons. 
Zecauſe, when they have promiled to 
forſake the Devil, and all bis works, they 
are not willing in practice to forſake 
God, and all his : Becauſe, whenthey 

Hay , Thy will be done, they don't re- 
Lſolve to do all they can to crof it : Be= 
cauſe after they have pray'd an hun= 
dred times, Incline our hearts to keep thy 
Laws, they do not ſet themlelves every 
daytobreak them. 'Y 
Ar: ſuch extravagant rates .as theſe, | 
doth he a&t, that retains the get EO 
= __ 


[0] 


- Shall now, II. conclude with] " 
=. L ſome Diurethuns and Rules of . Cate a 
 timfor ſecurity againſt this grievous fol-R,, 
«And, 'F 
+1, Let us bein eareſt in Religion ; Ky, 
| - endeavouring to wnderſtaud what web} 
B profeſs s: 20 beiteve what. we underſtand 1s 


© and:to profliſe what webelieve: Andſhn 


” than, we ſhall feel (uch a /erſe of Reli-ſ| 


| gion on our fouls, as will begertheſh,, 


| higheſt reverence r0 it, and effectu-MMe1 
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” For 'tis ignorance, infidehty, and an evi 
- - bfe, that are the great cauſes of mens} | 
© 2. Let us take care; that weplaceſler 
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pf ſuch, hath expos'd Chriſtianky to 
much {corn and derifion, | while its 
enemies will not, or can not, diſtinguſh 
detween Religion it ſelf, and thoſe 
opperies that pretend unto it. This 
ath been a main ground of moſt of 
The contemprt that is upon it at this 
*Way. There is nothing in ſubſtantial, 
* raked Religion, that can affordthe leaſt 
guſt occaſjon for laughter, or malicious 
"x it being in it lelf the moſtreaſons 
ible, evenerable thing in the world; Ler 
us take care then that we mingle not 
any thing that is ridiculous with it- - ; 
* 3. When we deride the vanities of 
[rrour and ſuperſtition, let us be cautious, 
Weſt we give incouragement , or | 
rout, to others by it, ro Scoff ar 
h _ ſelf ; and conſider, that the 
WL uſts of men are ready to- catch at 
any occaſion ro abule and vilifie their 
eternal enemy. 
4.'Ler us beware of too much de- 
light'in rhe humour of Drollery and 
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- 5. Letusnor intimately and frequenthYEC 
converſe with the people of this ſort ff * 
There is #ifeftion in luch company, and 
 #ſecret Witchcraft in this humour, tha 
may work us inſenſibly to an imitati-W<9 
 enof it. Cf 
' And Othat the Youth of the preſent © 
Age, would be perſwaded to put iF* 
mark upon thoſe men; and to avoidf*< 
their dangerous converſation! Certain: 
p, they had better joyn themſelves ts bi 
| Pojſontrs, and Cutsthroats, than to hav bi 
_ much todo wkh' thoſe Fattors for Dan? 
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nation ; ' A Generation ſo vile , that 
L ſhould, Satan ſend the molt malignane 
© ſpirits of Hell openly and profeſſedly to 
Ecrade for him, They could not act with 
Lmorediret, and declar'd oppoſition 
God and goodneſs; - than theſe. 
.{ wretched men do. So that one may 
juſtly wonder, thar they are not ſhun'd 
. by all ſenſible men, as deſolation, and 
he plague: and hoored into their wits, 
Zor quite our of them, by anuniverſal 
j{conrempt , and moſt deſerved ſcorn., 
MM am ſure it becomes all that are of 
ja Gentile , Vertuous, and ingenuous 
Education, to avoid giving them any | 
countenance or incouragement , by 
any familiarity of acquaintance; and 
cis a duty they owe to (Tod, their 
Nation, and theit own preſent and 
ternal intereſts. ; 4 
B. 6, Take heed of peaking lightly of any 
Whing that appertains to Religion. Sacred 
WShings are never ro be mention'd bur 
vith ſeriouſneſs and reverence : If we 
= F 2 Wy. 
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' toy and play in our diſcourſes with 

them, though without direct /corn off! 
malice, this roo familiar uſe of Divine| 
things, will at lat bring us coan habi-Y<: 
tual dilvalue of them, which in timeR' 
will-grow into conrempr. : 
- If wedire& our ſelves by ſuch Rules© 
of caution, we may, by the Grace off 

* Gbd, efcape the Epidemical infection}$. 

_-- that flies linioft every where in ourſ 
daies, from the Seoffers that walk af-i 
ter their own Lufts. ©. 
_ *Thavethus ſhewn'the fon, folly, andjp” 
danger of ſcoffng at Religion, and given 
ſome Rules of caution againſt it. One 
would rhink there ſhould be no need} 

| of ſuch a difcourſe among a Chriſtian} 

|. people, who have felt ſomany Jude 

ments, andeny ſo many mercies, whoſ 

| havethe Goſpel preach'd to them with 

fo much power and pronee/e and have 

| made ſo long and ſo zealous a profel- 

+ ffonof ir. | Bur is there not a caufe for 

- , allthis > If therebe mone, I crave par-if 
©0008 Cs don 
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a2 Jodgements that ſuch bold heights 
gin wickedneſs do moſt juſtly de- 
ſerve. That he would in mercy 
find a way to remove this Tile abg- 
zination and -ſcandal from our Land; 
Jand diffuſe /uch an aweful ſenſe of 
JReligion through the Nation , as 
jFmay keep us under the power and 
Bobedience of ic. That he would 
Emake us all tender and zealous in the 
{hings thar refer to his Glory, and 
the Honour of his Religion ; and 
MGR us by his Grace, in all holy 
endeavours to promote thole inte- 


eſts ; begging all in the Name and 
DEE ping = Mes | 


Mediation of Chriſt 
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with the Father, and F- be 
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Honour and Adoration henceforth , 


and for eyer- 


D414 #.-+ Y? 4 


: 


THE 


\ 


arcaſonable Contempt, which 


| TE 
The CHURCH, andits MINISTERS 


Suffer, from 
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Ps AL, CXXIL 3,4. 


avE MERCY upon ws, 0 Lord ! 

have mercy upon us: for w. are exceed-_ 
; mgly filled wth Contempt. 

Our foul is exceedingly filled with the 

= Scorning of thoſe that are at eaſe; and 
with the ( ontempt of the Proud. 


HE State of the Church in 
this world is Militant, and un- 
; certain ; {ubject to thoſe alte- 
Fations, and viciflitudes which attend 
F things that are of a mutable na- 
ure. One while, 'tis in a fair and 
din condition ; - orderly withour, 


ithin : beautiful in its ex- 


Bad rg 
cer- 


Fo 
* 


LY 


4s The CHUnen's Contempt from | 
| ternal appearance, and more ſo ini 
inward holineſs and peace : And then, 
1s (Heaven is overcaſt, clouds andſi 
chick darkneſs reſt upon it : It is over- 
whelm'd by. rroubles \.and diſorders, 
and rent a{under by Hereſtes and Divi. 
ſions: lo that the wates of, Ston' mourn 
| andher Gates are deſolate. Inthe afflited} 
| fate was the Church at the penning of} 
| this > 20 : Whether its affliction; 
| were from the Tyranny of Antiochu, 
the Babyloniſh Captivity, -or its own cor 
* ruptions, | ſhall not here diſpute. If 
may ſuffice for usto take notice, that 
the Church was now in great diſtreſs; 
 .andthar it took the right way of remea, iſ 
| by applying it ſelf to God for reliet: | 
4 Have mercy upon us, O Lord! have mer. 
Cy Pon ty »— : . 
| In which words we have two part, 
ig 6 "A paſſionate SUupplication:j 
- Have mercy tipon us,, O Lord ! have mer 
2." The GzdUund and occaſion of 
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it : for we are exceedingly fill with ( 01s 
tempt ——— | "S 

| Thws is laſt inorder of words, but 
J firſt in order of nature; and therefore 
C1 ſhall begin bere, and conſider in it : 

Y 1. The matter of trouble and com- 
x plaint : it was contempt and ſcorning. 

2. The degree of it : "was exceeding 
contempt; and their ſouls were fill d 
g with it. ©: 
3- The charafier of the perſons, by 
{ whom the Church was lo contemn'd : 
_ they were, 1. Thoſe at eaſe. And 2. the 
; Proud. os I 
i WY For the matter of complaint : 
VF Tis expreſtto be (ontempt, which con- 
fiſts in a mean and wile opinion of the 
J perſon contemn'd : and coming, which .' 
Y may be taken for the ſhewing of ic, | 
ff in aug derifion, and abuſe. Now con- 


F 


tempt ſuppoſeth a mean and low condi-. 
rs poſer mem and ow cond 
moyes pity , and. nor contempt, Where 
therg is any thing of charity _ 
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So that at this time the Church wall 


low, and hated in its lowneſs , both 
which together, makeup the occaſion 
of contempt, and the ſcorning that waſh. 
conſequenttoit. This is oneof the 
moſt grievous of all evils, expreſt well 

| by himthat ſaid, Nihil in ſe gravius hal 

* bet paupertas, quam quod homies efficit ri-M 
 @iculos. Want, we would think, ſhould 
E be ny ery enough; but it is aggraVatedand JF 
| heig rened bythe contem pr and (corn] 

| that uſually goes aloog with it: evenſh 
the vertues and the wiſdom of the poor art... 
| deſpiſed. 
| 2. We havethedegree of contempt ex- ih; 
preſt. They were exceedingly contemn'd : 1 
 andexceedingly filfd with contempt. And} 
E: their ſouls were exceedingly filld with _ 
8 ſcorning. | 
& *_ Exceedingly RIVd, glutted with it, "tis 
| 2Metaphoy raken from an oppreſſive rc-| 
| pletion of the ſtomach, even, co nav ie 
© Jeating and loathing. , Their ſoul was 
L HITS, the greateſt and quickeſt ſenſe of 
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"vil was over-charg'd with ths, very 
"Wrievous one. w- 

They are, we ſee, greatly mov'd 
nd concern'd, and ſeem toſpeak, as 

Jf there were ſcarce words enough to 
Weclare their trouble : which inti- 

- Qnates, that the contempt upon them, 
| vas not only from open and Gentile enc- 
1 Fvies, for from Them it was to be ex- 
"Wpeaed, and from Them not ſo much to 
"We regarded. The complaint had 
Ween too ſoft, and nfiritel if there 
Fhad been no moreinit. If anopen ene» 
ry did them this diſhonour, they might 
" {aveborn ic, without ſo much expreſ- 
' ion of tender refentment. *Tis likely 
Sherefore from the greatneſs of their. 
Toncern, that fome of them (ar leaſt) 
Fyecre, or had been, pretended familiar 
Friends, which ſometime went up to the 
Wouſe of God with them, and made pro- 
feſfion of the ſame General Faith and 
f elig 10N. wes 
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" + The ſufferings of the Church ani 


good men, are not only from adver/olfh 
ries, and thoſe without : bur very off 
from weak, peeviſh, and miſtaken friend 
from thoſe that are righteous, and, 
thodox over-much : from the ſuperſtitious 
and ignorantly zcalous: from thoſ 


that have more heat than light , that 


mean well but underſtand little. Such, 


© many times, are more troubleſome tof 


the Church, than declar'd oppolers: 


and Satan uleth them as inſtruments of 


affliction, anddifturbanceto the wile, 
| as; well as the prophane and unbe} 
igtiog enemy. This ſort we may 
well \uppoſe to be ſome of the proulſ 
mention'd.in the Text: which may 
beconſider'd further under che Third 
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=: The Perſons from whom Ty / 


| Church ſuffer'd this contempt and 
| {corning. | 1. Thoſe that were at eaſt 
Z And 2. the Proud. Oyr ſoul is ex- 


ceed 
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Wedingly filled ; with the {corning of thoſe } 
/ hat "are at eaſe ; . and with the contempt of | 
be Proud. -. 
"8 1. Thoſe that were at eaſe: the rich 
nd prolperous in the world. Who 
were mcloſed in, their own fall; who had 
Wheir portion 'in this life ; - whole bellies 
ere fill d with hid treaſure, as the Pſal- 
Fiſt ſpeaks, P/al. 17. Yea, they had 
ore than beart could wiſh, Plal. 73. and 
Were ſuch, as ſaid unto. their Souls, 
doul. take thy. eaſe, thou haſt Goods laid up 
or many years, eat, drink, and be merry, 
{Luke 12. They were at reſt in their 
Enjoyments, and very loth to beds. 
uurb'd by the thoughts of leaving them ; 
nd more unwilling to conſider, , that 
They were to give an account of their | 
Brewardſhip. So that they mult needs  ! 
Look with an evil eye upon Religion, the | 
liſturber of their quict, and have a 
breat mind to ſay in their hearts, There 
no God, Pſal. 14.1. and that Religi- 
on is but a cunninely deviſed Fable, 2 Pet, E. 2 
——— or, 
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* or, if theycannot bring themſelvestollf 

 believethat,they will be apr to ſay,Tuſ 
God ſeeth not, he careth not : | or, if Hea, 
they will not ; they endeavour to be a 
Careleſs and as'blmd as they can, andy 
put him far from them, for they like ni 
to retam 'God in their knowledge, Rom. 1 
And being thus diſpoſed, they ſerthem- 
ſelves to quarrel Religion , to diſþut 

apainſt it, as far as their wit will give 

| leave; and when that fails, ro Sconff 
and deride it. Theſe envy the Church 

| whileitcnjoyesany thing of the world 

| With them, and-deſpiſe ir, when they 

haverob'dit. 

© 2. The Contemners were the Proud 

| And with the Ly of the Prod. They $ 


_ are'bf two forts, 1. Such as are made 


| Jabytheirriches and worldly proſperiſf 
= W 2. 'Thoſfe' that are (well'd with 
_ conc of their Knowledge, Spiritual 
| Hes, and Graces, © 
= . -Forche firft, It is anuſual effect of 
worldly fulnels, Riches' make men 
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+ ſaiphtyfiand m/olent, faith driffoclein hig 
Wbetorick::\1 And 2 greater than; he, has 
Sing deſcribedthe proſperity -of the wick, 
8d, adds, Therefore/pride compaſſeththem 
bout like 'a chain , Pal. 73: 6- The 
Weak loftily, ver. .8.- and lofrily indeed, 
\ Forthey /et their month againſt the heavens; 
Fer. 9: They {peak with proud [corn of | 
Mcligion, and thoſe that areretainers _ 
yal80 It. Proud-——— deſpifters of them that 
re 200d, 2 Tim. 3-3- : | 
| *Tis/ the vanity of man that he 
(vould fain have others to think him 
appy : \ And were it not for the conſ1- 
icrations of Religion, and another world 
hat it diſcovers, the Rich would be, 
pt allmen, the moſt bleſſed : But Re- 
Jigion denies this, and affronts the va- 


0 iry of the great. It acquaints us with 
whler and ſurer , with more /: atisfying 


and more laſting Riches.lc pronounceth 
he wicked Rich to be miſerable amid 


heir fulneſs, * that they are ferin ſlip- 


des 


al ery places : that they are brought 0 | 
A F fo 2 
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3 ſolation as ma moment ; that they {hall . © 
| conſuni'd with terrours, and their image i 
viz. the remembrance of them ſhall bM 
deſpiſed, Pſal 73. Onthe other ſide, i 
teacheth, that the righteous is the trulj 
rich and only happy man ; and that the li 
tle he-enjoyes, is better than great riches of 
the ungodly, Pal. 37. 16. That he is Hen 
to a mighty mheritance, an heavenly in} 
herirance, an everlaſting one : | to the 
inheritance of aKingdom, to a Kingdo 
of Glory, a Kingdom among the bl/ 
fed, whoſe crown is unmixt and wW 
fading. ' This out-doth all the /plendny 
and magmficence, all the enjoyments, ex 
peftations, and pretences of the Proud who 
are {well'd by their earthly Riches; 
and'their pride inclines them to hats 
Religion Se this cauſe ; and thoſe eſpty 
cially that miniſter in it. The wicked 
thatare great, take it in ſcorn, it ſhould 
be thought any greatneſs excels theirs; 
 and-thart there are richrs fo much bet 
| thanthofſe which'make them the adord 
k an 
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and potent of the world. They can- 
Snorbear that the Retainers and Servants 
Jof Religion, whom they have deſpis'd 
ſor wanting Lands and Titles, Fea- 
thers and ipainted Coats, ſhould think of 
ever being. more ſplendid and more happy 
Fhan-They: and therefore they are rea- 
dy to {corn Religion, as phantaſtick de- 
nWuſton'; and ro acc@unt the hopes of it, 
as the imagery of dreams. They will 
alkas if Heaven, and the happineſs of 
another world, were only feign'd, to 
Wupport their ſpirits, that want the 
comforts of this. And that the myſterie 
pf living again, was but the crafty con- 
Fr1vance of Prieſts and Politicians to gain 
Srealth, and keep mankind in awe and 
@bſervance by Romantick hopes, and: 
Fanſele/i fears. Or, if the Church and 
ts immediate ſervants partake of the 
& 00d things of this world, they think 
5c too much, tor thoſe that expet# ſo much 
n- another : Thev would have them 
olfiye by Faith purely ; intirely on the”. 
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2: 10ut enjoying an 
thing in this. So that by all waies of 
violence, and oppreſſion they endea: 
your to deprive ther of their proper: 
ties ; and.when they have made them 
poor and naked, they -pour all mannet 
of contempt upon them. When the 
$ Church 1s wholly Spiritual, that is, with4 
| out all earthy comforts, and enjoy-|f 
ments; when the Miniſters. of it are 
| ' cloath'dinSuck-cloth, and broughttoa| 
morſel of bread, and toan entire depen: 
dance upon what they will ler 
have : "Then they clap their hands, 
L and cry, Ha, ha! 'ſo would we have it;| 
7 oiey treat them with imperious Scorn | 
ſpeaking grievous things proudly, and cov! 
temptuouſly . againſt the Righteous, Plal.l 
- 31-18. Thus of the firſt ſort of prowl 
=_— of the Church. There 
another, viz. | 
2+ The Spiritual proud, 'that. are lift- 
ed up aboye meaſure, /in the thoughts 


next world , with 


% 


| Of theix priviledges and attainments. Pride 
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when it hath not riches and worldly ho- 
nours tO raile it ſelf upon, it takes even 
Religion to (erve its yvanicy. Ic (ers men 


upon the pinnacle, yea it carries them 


into the clouds of imagination : and thence 
they Scornfully look down upon all that 


on. 'They chooſe unto themſelves 1 
ingular waies, and heap upto themlelves 


FTeachers of their own, they put on glo- 


- | 
1em! 


ds, | 


rious ſhews of ſþirituality and _ : 
| 


Fo 


and-make a more refined form of Go 
Ineſs: And then they phancy, that. 
they worſhip in a more acceptable and 
ISpiritual manner, that they have more 


knowledge of Gods mind, and experience 


Jof his waies, than all others : And lo, 
Ethar they are his ſpecial favorites, and 
Emore dear unto him thin 'all the 
Jreſt of mankind. Thar they only have 


pure Ordinances, and pretions ruths ; 
while the reſt of the Church are mm 


darkneſs and the ſhaddow of death, co- 
A EF 4 Ver d 
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* yerd with the night of Ignorance and 
| Superſtition: and were it not for them, 
fire and brimſtone, deſtruction and 
' utter delolation would ſeize on the 
|- reſt of men. 1 
And being thus opinion'd of them- 

ſelves, they will not mingle with the} 
| wicked, but gather into their Selett com- 
E panies, and worſhip after their own 
; Hſhion : They deſpiſe the publickÞ 
orders of the Church, and contemn 
thoſe that are not in the mode of ſingula-| 
rity and ſeparation. - 2 
| Bur eſpecially, they look on the Mi-Þ 
*  Niſters of the Church with the greateſt 

| and bittereſt {corn : they undervalue 
| . their abilicies , and defame their lives: 
| they talk of them, as if there wert| 
| nothing but ignorance and debauchery 
amongthem. As if a man were for- 
 fakenof. God andallgoodneſs, afſoon 
| asthe Church had taken him into her 
- ſervice; and bereft of all underſtand- 
| 382, andall ſcnſe of vertue and God- 
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lineſs, affoon' as he undertook ro Mio © 
niſter in'the publique legal places of wors- 
ſhip. They greedily hunt after Stories, 
to make them odious and contempti- | | 
ble; and catch the vomir of Atheiſts | 
m-Yand Drunkards to throw intheir faces : 
cheſ}l mean, they publiſh, and anuthenticate 
m-fFtneſlanderous lies that chole ſors make 
2wnflin their more than beaſtial debauches , 
ick © what They intend for ſport ; theſe propa- } 
nn _— malice : they vent the Cal 3 
ous tales among their friends, for ſad 
q certainties , and confirm them with 
ths, and (olemn nods ( as the others 
did with Oaths and Dammee's) as if 
they were troubled at the evil they re- 
port, when as indeed they are then 
I moſt tickled and pleaſed! *Tis marrow | 
Jand fatneſs to them to hear and tell ſtories 
r-Yof the Sons of the Church : no one can 
2n oblige them more, than he thar ſo cn- 
er ſſtercains them: And when informations 
d. Ffail, they have good inventions to ſup- 
d- ply thatwanrt ; 1o that no mmocence can 
ry F 4 _ elcape un 
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" eſcape them; No wertwe-is protection 
| againſtthem. They'l interpret cvery 
 barmleſs a&tion into a miſcar;age ; and 
* aggravate every the ſmalleſt milcarri- 
age with all the moſt heinous circum- 

ſtances of guilt and villany. Yea, 
 Wherenoblotisto be found, none to 
| be pretended; there they ilifie the 

ertue of thoſe unblamable perſcns, as 

dull morality, and them as ſtrangers ta} 


v 
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s 


In 


- the Spirit, and Mhſterie of Religion, 
| + But beſides theſe, there is another 
| fſortof Proud, that are occaſions of the 
| Church's contempt: men that would 
E have themſelves thought to be the onh 
- friends to it: That will not be ſatil-| 
fied with their | brechrens ſubſcription 
| and declarations for the Articles and (on ft 
| fittutjons of the Church , except they { 
| will take Their Interpretations: And un- if 
| leſs you will be of ther mind in every 
| diſpuced Dogrine ; | you muſt be pub- | 

E- liſh', enemies to:the Church, and ſul- 

— P)6190s will be raiſed upon you as /- 
WE LE: cri 
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cret- adverſaries, ' and dangerons perſons * 
that, undermine : the fowuations, Theſe 
would ſet the Church upon an indiviſte | 
ble point, and have it ſtand like a 
Witceple: mvers'd, They would  ſhur 
out-rhoſe that have (erv'd;the Church 
to as:good purpoſe, as any of them- 
ſelves ;- that: can do it,: and will in 
ightof their peeviſhneſs, and conceited: | 
ally. Such men as theſe actas if they, |} 
thought 'the Church had not enemies ' 
er Metough: they would make more divide 
he from it, if they could : and would have 
Id themſelves accounted the only members 
ly and pillars of ir. Whether this be the 
{- Eway to aſſert its honour and .reputati-. 
5 Yon; or :to lay the ground for more con-. 
te tempt ; ler indifferent men judge : and. 
y in their thoughts Lleaveit, 

I come now to the other General, 

I VIZ. 4 

2. The earneſt Supplication: 

—— Have mercy upon us, 0 Lord: 


This f 
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* 1\This may be underſtood as a Petiti. 
* onbothfor, 4. Pardon: And 2. Deli, 


| rance. 


1. Common contempr is a Judge-i 
ment, of which ſia is the ground and 
occaſion : and when men complain off 


Fadgements,, they ſhould remember 


| rhciroffences :. which if they do, with 
| hearty penitence, and due humiliati-| 
{ on, they arethen prepar'd for pardon, i 
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and may, and ought to apply themſelves 
coGod forir. This is the firſt thing coÞÞ, 
be done in order to deliverance from|i 


ny evil, and particularly from thu: | 


+ *Tis vain to ſeek for the removal of the 


effect, while the cauſe is ſuffer'd ro 


& continue. Allow'd fin is contempt Þ 


| thrownupon the Majeſty of God, and 
* thoſe that diſhonour Him, ſhall be lightly | 
| eftermd. He muſt firſt. be reſtoredto| 
| bis honour by our humbling our ſelves, | 


grenouncing our ſins: and then He 


$ _ will be ready todeliver us in his time, 
» from the ſcorning of thoſe that are at eaſe, 


© ©: 
Dl > 3 ; | 
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ard the contempt of the proud, For thoſe * 
that honour him, ke will honour, 1 Sam. 
> 3. And when a mans wates pieaſe the 
Lord, his enemies ſhall be at peace with him, 
RELIES re To 
| This ſcems to be the firſt thing im- | 
plied'in the Petition : Fave mercy upon 
5, OLord, inthe pardon of our ſans. 
The ſecond is for deliverance trom the 
ontempt, of which they complain : 
and fo the Supplication (peakes chus : 
Have mercy upon us, O Lord! and help 
112Þ | Ol 
I They do not trouble themlelves 
ie Elwith Appeals and Apologies unto men no, 
to F'tis a /mall thing with them to be judged of 
pt mnans judgement,1 Cor. 4.3 but they make 
d their application tro Him that judgeth 
» {righteouſly : if He approves, 'tis no mat- 
0 Frerwho condemns; it He honour, let 
, E men vilifie and contemn ar their peril. 
c The Church ſeeks His favour and his 
helpfor deliverance : for Vain is the help 
of man. And itſcemsto be exceeding: 
; | earneſt 


= % 


"9374 The CHurcn's Contempt from, * 
” earneſt, and folicitous to procure iti 
| whichis implied in the reiteration of the 
requeſt, Have mercy upon us, O Lord 
have mercy. Which earneſtneſs we may 
 notſuppole to proceed only from ten-þ 
| - derneſs of their own names and repu-i 
| tation, asif their being diſvalued was 
| ſoverygrievousa thing to them : No, 
| there was more in it, the honour of @ 
| Godwasconcern'd, and they were vi- 
| Jified and deſpiled becauſe ff cheir Re- 
| lationto Him : For bis ſake they ſuffer i 
| reproach, Pſal. 69.7. and the reproachs 
| of them that reproached thee , ſaith the} 
Plalmiſt, wer, 9. are faln upon me. Thoſe 
| that deſpiſe the Church, and its Ser-| 
| vants, firft deſpiſed God, and Religi- 
an: And 'tisthe intereſt that his Glo-# 
| Ty hath in its contempt, that makes | 
| them, in the Text ſo lenſible, and (o Þ 
| earneſt, When men hate and con- ie 
| teran their Prince, and his Govern- | 
| ment, they will ſcarce dare to vent | 
| their ſpire immediately againſt bim : but 


fl 


Wut \ pour all poſſible ſcorn and re- 
Wptroach upon them : Bur *tis for bis ſake 
hey are thus ſlam all the day long , and He 
knows where the contempt , and en- 
mity begins; ſo that when we are 
ſcom'd, on the account of Religion, 
awe 'may reſent it, and ovght ſo farasto 
we earneſt- with God for deliverence, - 
Ebecauſe his honour is concern'd with 
fours, 5. GEE 
Y But this will be matter of particu- 
War Application and Addreſs, and 
Kherefore I ſay no more of it in this 
place, but deſcend ro apply the dif- 
courſe forour Inſtruftion and Prathice. 
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| FT. bifer, Firſt, That no Church up-ſ 
| K on Earth can ſecure it (elf from 
EF contempr. This of the Jews was God 
| own conſtitution; a Church, of hi 
framing, nor only in the. eſſentials, bu 
| inthe circumſtances of it; A Church in- 
' lighted by Prophets, founded on Mi- 
y. racles,. and incouraged by the more! 
| than ordinary. preſence of God witi 
' them: and yer even They were a reproach 
to their neighbours, a | corn and deriſuontf 
| them that were rounl about them , Plal.| 
| 79. 4. Their, ſouls were ;| filled/ with tir 
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| ſcorning of thoſe that were at eaſe, and with 
| thecontempt of the proud. 

| _ And the (briſtian Church that ſuc-| 
| Ceeds into all | their ;pxiviledges ,' and] 
| hath the addition & and greater;| 
| That allo hath yndergone, heavy bur- 
|. densof contempt ever fince-it appear'd 
| inthe world. The Author of it was 


F the Son of God, God bleſſed for ever , tht 
| brigbweſs of his Fathers Glory, and expreþ 
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image of bis perſon , and'yet He was de- 
up-Wſpijed,” andrejetted of men, 1a. 53. 3. they 
omWhid' their faces from bim, and eſteemed him 
odsMnot 5 as Tſaiahs Propheſyed , and the 
hisevent made good. He came unto bis own, 
buiand they received bim not;;\ yea, they re- 
n-Yjeted him with contempt : They res 
Mi-Bproach'd him in his Life, as a Wine-bibber, 
ore Glutton, a friend of Publicans and” ſin» 
1th Wrers; In his Doftrines, as a Decerver , 
achFand Blaſphemer; In his Miracles, as a 
11 1 ompurer and Magician , and one that 
[al.Waſt out Dev.ls by Belzebub, in his De» 
the FFlarations , and rightful claims, as/an 
pith ion Impoſtor: And at his Death, 
ey loaded him with all the marks of 
uc- contempt, and reproach imaginable.: 
ind Weiz'd him with Swords and Staves, 
er. Wikea Murderer or a Tchiet ; conden'd 
ur-MWim by a publique cry, as one nothir 
rio live upon the earth, Away with him, 
vas Cr «cifie bim, crucifie him ; Buffeted him, 
tl pit upon bim, hung him up on anin- 
Famous tree, as a vile perſon between , 
ap : 0] ewo | 
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F two: notoriohs! MalefaQtors. And i 
| the'Maſter had ſuch uſage, what wen 
| theſervancs toexpett? It He becall! 
Belztbub , whar muſt they look for 
| Matth. 10.25: They could expect ns 
{ other than contempt and' reproach , and 
| theyhad ic full meaſure. 
_ *'The' Hpoſtles, and- immediate Meſſen- 
gersiof the holy Jeſus, were accounted 
| asmadmen,Þablers,deceivers of the people 
: and ſetters forth of ſtrange Gods; thei 
| ' way and Do&trines, foolfhneſs, cumin 
| Iydeviſed: fables; every where ſpoken aganit 
|. ZEherr perſons treated infamouſ]y with 
þ Whips; and publique: ſcorns : And 
 the/\di/opler thar were made by thei 
| Miniſtry and endeavours, had trial 0 
|  ernetmickings,” and' ſcourgings, bonds and 
Impriſonment; | and wereforced to wan 
| gerabouvir: Sheep-skins and Goat-ski 
©  deſintuite,: afftiBied, tormented; as the Api 
| IMedpeaks'tothe Hebrews, Heb. 11: 
i Dhey ſuffered reproach from tht 
__ Carnatproud;their enemies without, Je 
by» ( - | ans 
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kinWompany,- and communion, and went 

\ po Pau ns them; i 2 

. | 1 need not further proſecute the re- 
teſſation' of che Churches uſage in thole 

Jnfp!d times : Theſe laſt accounts lead. _ | 

+ G—=—- my; 


| 19.(hurch,ca 

-. By the bleſſing of God we enjoy; 
|. Conſticution, Apoſtolical in its Dottrme 
® Primuive n its Government ; decent In it 
| Ceremonies, .grave and piows in its Litw 
* gy: We have the Scriptures, the Creed 
| the Sacraments, the main Ordinances and 
{ Duties of the firſt and pureſt times; 
| Weare'freed from 1dolatries, Superſtition 
| | and other corruptions of the Roms 
| Chnrch, on this hand; and clcar from 
| The vanities, and Enthuſtalms tha 
have overſpread ſome pretended Prot 
| . fans on: that; our Church hath re- 
| JeRedthe painted bravery of the one . and 
| Provided againſt the (ordid ſlovenli 
A neſs of the other. Her cloathing 1s decent 
| Aaliſtzeverence, without any thing that 
® Fay rely. miniſter to vanity or f l 
wm PCriiition, | i 
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| ouncils, 1nd not by popular Tun 
Wram'd to. primitive. patcerns, --apd not. 

$0 modern phancies ;, condufted by Re» 
rerend Prelates, and not left, ro the 
Pride and ignorance of Novices, or fa- 
tious multitudes. And now , one 
grould think, char ſuch a Church as | 
W , _ elcape the contempt. of } 
Whe Proud, and that ic would/ be re- 
fer'd (ar leaſt) among the, profeſ- = 
ors of the ſame Faith: and. Religion, 
Sut alas! how much otherwiſe iis ous 
ale! we are exceedingly contemn'd ; owr 

| is excerdungly filled with the ſcornmg of 

Whoſe that are ot cale,, and with the contempt 

f the proudi” Never any Church had 
Wore juſt reaſon $0. take up: this ſad 
Fomplaintiof the Textthan thy. | 
al'Y * For, irs Government, the moſt Apoſto» | 
cenBcal, and moR Catholick, is decryed by 
12)he: ſpiritual provd-, as Antichriſtian and 
ht ranncat 3 - Irs worſhip, the prreſt and | 
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vided byctherti-as the Phague 
| 308-4 rH 11G the '\beſt im the world 
| Jouded:with contempt, - and made 
common Fheme of deriſi on + Its Di 
| tiphte! miaGe word: by, every one thalff 
 pleaſerhi36bſerv/d by vety. few our o 
Conſcience, and. by none out of Fear | 
Irs penaltiicthe greaceſt ( ics Fxcommun 
| tatifthatwete'fo juſtly terrible here 
| toforeflightedandieſþiſed, 2s if they 
cit ore 205 and Scare-crows 
ov hots few comely Rites) 
Z enjoyer/raeclan'd againſt with loud 
| outecrie3"as ſupe flitions arvd abominable; 
| nga phi26b'of was ſhip (cho 
| ſacte@hotiles6f 'God'): deſerted, asii 
| their' walls were!Itifetted!; and ex 
LL thang'd for privatecofniers. © - 
F Such: voritempe? 1s 'pour': por hi 
«cehcneChttchand:all/this reproact 
3 ie ſpirit rout, whe 
_- + Aged, no 
a> beet Pa bur becaute bel 
3. - | in 
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pue Walightned <rioughs torbt pan wits, | 
rid Wbemſelves,. wichour needing /thRules: 
de Þþf other Gavernours:, than thoſe: of 
D/Wheir ow hnaginations. | hythe laſtdaiwe® 
thaYſÞall come  Scoffers,; walking .after.their awn; © 
It outs, +2 Per.3, 3. Dhariſaical as well: as) 
car Webanch'd;;Seoffers, who walk after; 
muWheir, phdngaſtical, as he othersdoafrer; | 
creWheir cayualfults ;-;andthereforedelipile; | 
heſpad congemn» all. Laws chat ſhould: | 
ow Poundand xeftrainghem.). | -1;/: | 
tes i - Bur che-Church (ufters contempt al-! | 
ouWFo. from-;rthe -otber ſort, the carnal proud: 
ble Fave heroxceedingly in; derifion, and make; 
1ol@nauths. at her,,, Arid we are falwinto an! 
as Ape. .in.which i be: a Church, and-tot 
exfÞprofcſs Religion; not this ov-that, but; 
ay ,,45;o0ccalion- enough, with ſome; 
thifl and Gad knows nota tew:) |; for, conn, 
achÞeempt.andſcorning. .. The fooh jin old: 
hefrime, ſajd.in his heart, There: is/ 0 ads: 
MIPlal;14. but that folly hathoput off © | 
helices madeſty in ours: and vile|mennow:' |; 


aF{rr mmore.chan} theig hearts!) agoiyſt the. 
17 a —- Heas 


-— OG To 33, boyd HO ET a el Eo nn a oe CN RE? phi OTE or IE 
EO 3 en A Se EE on DIE ES ns os, ns WR at eb ale) 
EL SB oh nr IN oo OO Ee YC ON Ce I e> 2 OE En OOISEs Os 2 NS RR =o 
OY, ou Bk . NG " ENT 7 RS 8 Hb Or a 37) 4 ; Cs VO 
> 6 Cen #4] $4 NE, 'E * . = x : v 4 "Se # Ds 9 
£ Gs 2 IX "or 5 ©, 4 OI 6 4 0 io 4 C09 FF 9” 
- 4 SR x. BY 4 * 4 EN Y Hae Bt 8b 
7 RR 7 2A i ! 4a Fo OY -_ 
's ; # a EF: ; LE ; : I, G 
» 8 : SIE Bay + : & 
:'Y XR | v 6 = © 
L- 7 : : 
*S F s : x 5 


| ride Religion, and modjb accompliſh: 
ES me 20" make merriment of hes by 
| penſacionof diſputing againſt God ; andiſ 
b were ſocertain char he is nor, or not$; 
| - to be worſhipped, . that there wasno fi 


| rnoreto bedone iow, but to laugh at 
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che filly belief of his Exiſtence, and 
the vaih folly of adoring Him. 

To this height'we are come, and 
bf  ichaveour-done the impudence of 
|  allformertimes.; and what we are toſs 
| expect "if this bold impiety be not 
B opt, is yery ſal, | bur very eaſie (OB! 
| foreſee, What are the effefts of itatſþ 
” preſeqr, we know; and the Church 
| Wotullyfeels in the extream comempt 
| andfcorncharis uponit. And by rez-i 
| Ton of che; oe fort of proud contem- 
; ners, and the other, it may-roo juſt- 
| Tycomplaininthe wordsof che Jew- 
 IhCharels in the Lameutions, 1 ans 
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Phobia NE ant Fana TICK Enmtmice, 85 | 
We day; and in the” language of 'the | 
Prophet, How do T fit ſolitary,” that was 
Bull” of people ! my waies mourn” becauſe few 
Iil-Wome to my ſolemn Feaſts; my Gates are des 
nd olate. ' My Friefts ſigh), and the precious 
tons 'of Sion, comparable ty fine'Gold, ' are 
no@ftrem'd a4 earthen pitchers, the'work of the 
Wards of 'the Potter.” | My adverſaries are 

be chief, -my enemies proſper , all my perſe- 
ors ove: take me between the ſtraights. Th'y 
Wi, and on ſh their teeth, and ſfay,'We have 
IJ wallowed her up : Certainly this 4s the day 
Woe looked for, we have found, we" have ſeen 
t. This is our caſe, and 0'Lord, have 
mercy npoji us ': have mercy upon us ; for 
6ne other-fighteth for us , but only thou, 
10 God. '/ {on 
ll CYInce we cannot be ſecure from 
JF tomtempt, let us endeavour not 
todeſerpeit; nor give occaſionto that | 
hizred'and ſcorn which is'upon the 
Charch "and its\'members.””/* This 1 
8 ſhalt take liberty t0 addreſs, (4) 'To 
roy 'Brtcren of the Clengy ; an 
{ $0 G 4... 1% 
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|  (2-)* To- the people 
| communion with' us. 
| 1. As. for. WIS, we are ſure tobe 
| the firſt, :1and: deepeſt ſharers of the 
{ contempx that is-upon the Church: 
 Andihow. it is with usart this day byll ( 
- zeaſoniof it, is eaſie to ſee, bur deplo/] 
rableto conſider; | defire notto ſpeak i 
fond, .or'overweaning things, but this 
; Lthink may ſay with juſtice, That noſþ 0 
Church in the world: enjoies a more 
| eulylearned, and ſober Clergy tharff a 
this ;-- and; with 'as much truth | may} «| 
aftirm,,. That no. Clergy upon;carth|] 1 
c 
p 
t 
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| . undergoes.ſo great. a. burden of cop- 
and places of the world have hadre-ſſ | 
verence\forcheir Prieſts :) the Jews and] { 
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] « * fe ih 
Ml ed upon the Relation they have ta_ 
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God, as his Embaſſadours, and Stewards * 
1H of his Myſteries ; + 
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eNet 2nd we are expoſed by our bt 
-  Charafter and employment to diſ- ſv 
E- efteem and neglect. *Tis rrue, we bu 
| are guilty of many ſins and tmperfe- ol 
| -fions, thar may occaſion diſreipect; UP 
| butThope, not in proportion to the £0 
| EContempr thatisupon vs. In judging of th 
| alFotbers men make abatements tn con- 
| trderation of the weakneſs of humane 
3 nature: But we are under the Law(l mean 
| SStomens cenſures) and are judg'd 
| by the ftrifteſt ſeverities : there is no 


> mitigation, no pardon for us, and it 


” On” 


| Will nor be conſidered that we are but 


p * Yeacvery Mote inour eye, is made 
 abeam, every infirmity is'blown up to ||. 
| an heighr of willany; and every vice of ||? 
| which any perſon among us is 'guilcy, N" 
| I8tefleted uponthe eiheh: Order. , 
| So that were itnorfor theright we |! 
| Expect ar 2 juſter Bar, than "that of | 
| ans judgement, "we were of all men | | 
_ tacmott miſerable: for we are treated ||! 
lk Eh "ny here, | 


Wigork ans and FanA TICK Ewemicr, 39 © 
| viliry and good nature of mankind, 

it-were either another race of creatures, {1 

li this. The Apoſtle ſup- 
pos'd it reaſonable, we ould be 2 
cointed worthy of double honour, bu © 
the world thinks- Jrngle rel} pect roo 
uch for us, and treble contempt ſcarce 
notigh. We are gone over as the 
tones'in the ſreer, by the carnal proud, 

id reckon'd as the dirt-of it by the 
pritual Scorners : Yea, there are {carce 
any whoſe condition is ſo bad, orſo 
low, bur .think themſelves good 
enough, and great enough to de- 
ſpife uw. 

"We look not for the great honours 
andvenerations of the world, and tit 
not fitwe ſhould; buryer, there isno 
min, that is not ſtupid, but would'be 
ſehfible 'of' ſuch rrearment ; and I 
thittk we ought to reſent it, fince the 
found of our reproach is contempr-. 1 
ponReligion,jifnot uponche AnieForic.. 
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[--- Abſtra& us: from our relation to thy hn 
. andour Order may without boaſting Wit 
| Pretend to- as much wiſdom , andiiſo 
| knowledge, ingenuity and vercue, ai 
”. othermen. Our Education 1s as hand- 
ſome and ingenuous, and know naſ 
why -the parts of the Clergy ſhouldfſe 
ne+-be £qual rothole of other waies of 
| breeding: Sotharwe might pals wellſÞt 
| cnoughinthe world, and, for ought 
þ.. Iknow, might meer tolerable recep-! 
ton in it, were it not. that God hath? 
| hongur'd us with the dignity of being! 
| .is-Mmmediate. Servants, and hath}« 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| employ'd us in the affairs of Souls. 
| Burt for. this, [ can ſee nocauſe, why 


ve ſhould not be ascapable of the qua- 


* 


* Les that procure! reſpect, as others 
| that havea competent meaſure of it: 


| Andthereforeuponthe whole maccer, 
| hy ſay,. chat we are fo far from 
; having honour for, our officeand our work 
; lakeathatwe arele 
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Wche Forld, the kindneſs is ex- 
ſorted by ſome perſonal advantages he 
owns; & not given himfor his charafter 
nd/Pun&ion ,” no, he's taken down, 
and'is ſo much; leſs, in conſideration 
of it. So that God himſelf is affront- 
ed; and Religior vilified by the exceſ- 
five, unteaſonable contempt thar 1s pur 
uponTthe = op his Truths and 
ILaws: And 'tis pity that our concern- 
p-ſ{mentin this matter will nor permit us 
wichour "incurring more reproach , 
roundly+ ro:reprove this indignity to 
brLordand theirs, who hath ſent us 
nthemoſtimportant errand to them. 
But alas, awe can do; without the 
loud impuration of Preaching up our 
ſelves, is co bear our Reproach in f1- 
lence; and/xo mourn in ſecret, for 
thathorrid: Atheiſm, and Scorn of all 
Religion; or of the beſt,- which isthe 
occation/ of ir: and certainly where 
there. is contempt of the Prieſthood 
above board; there is diſyalue of Re- | 
1 > ligion 
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[1 Ponthe whole, we {ce, how grez c 


reaſon we have to be cautiouſ* 


that we contribute not to the contempt 


that is on Religion and owr ſelves , andifif 


Juttifie this impious barbarous Ape i 


in. And there is no berter advice canſſ] 
be given to ſecure us from it, than tha 


of St. Paul to Timothy, 


y.ve rpent inthe 'nexe ambuſh; | 
| __orup- 
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(ine would fain have an occaſion from 
ve ſour. : mil Gariages to tear and violate 
he honour of all Religion; and the 
ther. to. ſpit irs venome againſt thas 
yhich we profeſs. It behoves us there-. 
Wore ro beware, and to walk circume 
| bet wy, 108 45 fi ools but as wiſe, becaiiſe the 
; {Wars are [0 evil. | 
.In.order hereunto I humbly recom- 
mend theſe Cantions in particular, that 
re take care not-to be found guilty of, 
1. Phariſayſm. 2. Immorality, or, 3. Neg« 
yence 18, our calling. 
nll 4: Phariſaick righteouſneſs p and 
;celſs bantaſtick heights of zeal beger great 
by ſf< pets and venerations among the 
refſfulgar ; but contempt among thole 
ot bercer underſtanding ; and there is 
re 'RNhing whereby Religion hath been 
;. nore-expos'd in the preſent Age, than. 
us... Plan , unaffected rightcouſpels: 


and. ſincerity is. accountable in all 
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times, and harh ſtill reputation among 


. [8 moſt knowing ; but the fag ; 
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onfſneſs then muſt exceed bis , nor inflfi 
F pomp, and appearance, bur inrealityyi 
” andfincerepratice. There isnoonihy 
that underſtands the nature of Religiſhp 
> Of, the conſtitution of our Church; 


 andthetemper of the Age, but knowhy 
4 : k 


itto be the preſent intereſt both of 
Cliurchand Religion, that Phariſaſn, 


' which isthe general humour thart run 


* through all the Proud Sefts, ſhould bf 


E. diſcountenanc'd and detected ; andy 
| therefore we ſhould take heed, chajbf 
| We do not encourage the ſpreading vaſe 
” my, by any conformity unto it. fp 
E  =:Tndced there'is no other way leh 
| Tow; to make us popular, and to Crown T7 
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I Ich the applauſes/of the people :Ft 
 andthoſe who affect that /ort of gloryfy 
E. and reputation, 'areunder great temp-Jhh 
tation to: ſquare their :di{courſe: andflyp 
-- lives ooroghy Fr thoſt'yain-models: hy 

ters deſerve to be defpis'0 ff 
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nt 
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Ae LE IM 


ning God, and Co T 
vile men, before the pacifyingthe hu-+ ! 
Fours; and receiving the careſſes and 1 
v-Spplauſes of ignorant and giddy Plfan-/ 
MBafticks : and there are no fort of men; 
Frorle 'enemies. to this Church than {} 
Vheſe; who while they prerend tobe 2? 
"bf if promote this ſpirit and humour 1 
"Shar deſtroyes it. = 
bl 2. We ought on this, as on allac- 
Fours elſe , to ſhun all Immoralities 
at praftice. Yice makes' any one con- 
:-gemptible among good men, and us' de= - 
cable among 5 The worſt have an” | 2; 
ſr dhorrence of Debauchery, or any de- 7} 
"Sree of Prophanenefs in the Clergy t', 
'RUihe beſt things degenerated,are worlt- - 
flis true, live we how we will, the. * 
-Enalicious world will find accuſations. 
Egainſt us, but 'we muſt rake care 
(ve donor juſtific their reproaches.” | 
ſThough (25 things arcjyrthe preſent, 
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| Age )-. we, are diſabled from doingff y 
© much to-promote Religion by our Du fW| 
| Grine, 'yet.we may diſſerve ic much by n 
our lives... The beſt that we can ſq 
doth but little good ; bur the leaſt evifn 
that we do, is but cauſe of greathutÞ a 
- and milchief. Men are hardned byllc 
| itintheir Contempt of Religion, andſſy 
© © we are.made incapable of doing it, orfÞſte 
| themany doable ſervice. 
© _ Or if we do nothing that 1s moral 
E evil,; yet ſuch is the world now, thatNft 
advantage: will be taken of the lcaſt{e 
” appearance ;,,every thing ſhall be urg'dJF, 
- againſt us that. the, wit of malice canJal 
—makecriminal ;; And therefore it ex- 
 ceedingly-concerns us to heed the Rule 
+ of.the Apoſtle, Avoid all appearances of ſa 
- ew,.vTheſ. 5. 22. weſhould cake care 
 notto come within the ſhadow of it 
© Weijlve.in,an. Age, in which 'tis notYre 
nough! for a Clergy-man tobe inmſis 
| cent, there. js much. wiſdom and pru-|pi 
3% _ Bf ce neceſſary t0-keep that from ha-ſby 
HI > V ing 7 
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rj 8g SRSs upon jt. Andrbough we 
« | be as as harmleſs as Doves, yet we ſhall *' 
nor be thought to be ſo, except weare | 
as wiſe as Serpents. Men were never + 
more.careleſs of their own converſations, 
and never more exact obſervers and »# 
yl cenſurers of ours ; ſo that nothing 
dE will ſecure us in this Age, from the. 
or tongues ſer on fire of Hell : our only 
courſe is 'to be as much as we can out 
lyFof their way ; And as far as our pro- 
aFfeiion will give leave to draw our 
ſelves up into privacy , and retirement.: 
"oF For the. Sea is too rough for usto be: 
n abroad upon it. A 
The ſumm is, 'tis not poſſible for 
us-to avoid contempt, but we may. 
Javoid being acceſlary unto it, if we' 
retake care thatour Religion be not Pha» 
Yaical, nor our praCtice immoral, in | 
{*caliry or appearance. - Not that it 
Sſufficient tor a Miniſter of the Gol- 
1Þel to be thus negatively righteous; no, - |} 
xlides other conſiderations, we have . 
_ | H23 a great 


E great charge upon us, - whi 


| requirea very athive piety ; And there- 
| fore, 


| are not negligent in the great bufineſsof 
our noble Calling. Thar buſineſs; 


| quires the chief of our thoughts, the 
NV "Wag of our time, and the vigourof 
| ourendeavours ; to beſtow Wa upon 
t itisronegleCtit, and every neglect of 


- on our ſelves, Give thy ſelf wholly to 
| theſe things, was the inſtruction of the 
Apoſtle, 1Tim. 4.15. and our whole 1s 
© little enough :- for who is ſufficient for 
| theje things, 2 Cor. 2..146. and when wr! 
| bave done all, we aye unprofitable Servants, 
| Luke 17. 10. *Tis little we can do, 
| God knows, 'to make the world wiſer 
+ Or better; it is roo wiſe, in conceir, to 
| betaught;; and too bad in practice, by 
Us, tobe amended. ' However we mult 
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- 3. We muſt take heed alſo that weſ 


worthy and ſo neceſlary, tha ir re-} 


| that, deſerves a degree of contempt up-i 


*” 
] 4F 
f 6 "BA 
. £5 
; £ BR... 
b; 6 -£ "3 
Ul F NP s.. 
. , 4. 
” 2% = + —— 
- "IM w Tn 
Dy Fy 


$ - bs Ch nn Ee cine PAI SP OOTIPr YR ROT" > OI? Ix, 
Bn FB IgE FI iF- < FO a obo on A OE EN 1 GREEN one 7 7 I IE 
= OBE 27 UA jy o 4*uF 3 "TH i SIE HF. 42, i/ «7 ? * (SON VTEN -EI 
EEE. wy -" 3 $ E7 . & Fac ole 6. IN 
4 S We EP FE 008 ” 2 $2 Md. 7 = \ (© 15-59 > IR 
ONS. W CORES KI 3. $4 £:Mf; 0 5 
bs - —_— £ 4 PS EI "* ' % 0 04 A 
: , ; PE. 
i z 0 - 
» > 4 ”. 
— 
: < ds 
3 ; if Fo Tat 
d 


ch will. 


"Þ tyde. be never fo ſtrong againſt us. 
'Tis part of the patience of the Goſpel, 
cowork even there, where our labour _ 

for the preſent, is in vain , Ir will not 
. | be lo fvgics 1(or.15. no, it ſhall : 
 berewarded by plentiful Glory here- 7 
Þ after, though ir were nor incouraged 
by any viſible ſucceſs here. Thoſe re- |; 
wards we publiſh and expe, and for ? 
| ustodothe work of the Lord negligent» 
h, is to pur a ſlightupon them, and 
upon Religion, our ſelves, and to in- * 
vite contempt from others, And there | 
15 none certainly chat more juſtly de-: } 
lerves the extreameſt degrees of it, than 
he that loiters in the Lords Vineyard, - 
and is negligent in the Miniſtry of Þ 
'F Douls. 23 
© 'Thaveexpreſt theſe cautions in a nega- | 
tive way, but hope it will be under- } 
tood; that the poſitive duties are ms } 
Tthuded. Whenl ſay, we are not tobe | 
Phariſaical in our Religion; I intend 
alſo, that weare to be very plain, ſober, } 
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| and ſincere in it : When | caution againſt h 
| immoral lives, 1 imply, thatours ought 
| to be very Tertuous and r(ligious : When 
| Igivethe rule againlt negligence, I haye 
taken care to be underſtood to mean 
F likewiſe, that the greateſt ſedulity and 
| > diligence 1s our duty. To have run 
#- out into full Comments upon theſe, 
| would have taken up more than my 
E -wholetime. I deſcend to the Second 
{ Headinthe Apoſtles Rule. 
 ::. 2. We ought to take beed to out 
L 'Dofttrine , if we would not deſerve 1 
- contempt. We live in a ticklith Age 
| for this alſo, an Age of itching cars, 
and curiow pallats: men were ne- 

| yer fo critical upon their teaching , | 
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E though 'tis likewiſe ſadly .true that 
# they werenever ſo little careful to pra- 
| -Qiſe according toit. ©” 

1} Inthe variety and oppoſit;ons of opl- 
- - Yions, phancies, humours, and ca- 
| PIcnes, an Angel from Heaven could 
a Or pleaſe all ; and asthingsare, thoſe 
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avoid contempr we cannot ; but we ſhall | 
not deſerve it, if our Dottrine beguided: | 
anſf by our end; and thatis the Glory of God * 
ndÞÞ in the Salvation of thoſe that hear us. * 
un The buſineſs of Preaching, is to inſtru _ | 
e, men in whar'they are to believe and do, x 
ny in order to their reins God, and be- 
10 ing happy. This isthe great Rule, this 
| the meaſure. And the Diſcourſes that 
ur} are nor directed by it, may be witty 2 
ve Orations; and learned entertainments, 
ce | but they are not good Sermons, For : 
5, | everything is to be judg'd by its fitneſs 
for its'end, If our Do&rines, and ! 
| publique inſtructions are ſquar'd by ; 
that, we ſhall approve our ſelves unto ?} 
God and Conſcience ; though vain * 
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and phantaſtick men deſpiſe us: and |; 
| fo we are to ſpeak not 4s pleaſing men, * 
- | Gut God, | Thel: Ef Fas - 
+ There is nothing by which {ome : 
| Preachers have moreexpoſed Religion } 
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S gaining the reputation of being Wit, 
L Eloguent, 'or Learned: for when they fſlth 
| mils their aim | (as they do alwaies with ſer 
| thewije) they fall underextream con- 
| tempt with them. The affeRations 
of words, and Metaphors, and Ca- 
 dencies, and:cnds of Greek, and Lu 
tm, are now the. ſcorn of the judici- 
ous, andas mych .deſpis'd, and (al- 
” molt ) as generally as they. deſerve. 
| Theyare baniſh'd from converſation, 
- andarenot endured incommon matters; fb 
| for { ame then let usnot retain them a 
E In our Pulpits, and defile ſacred Sub- Þa 
© Jets with them... Let us leave thoſe || v 
WES a bw: when ponebercheie- 
-. Norant can be deceiv'd by them into Ft 
E a good opinion of us; -and by their 
{- vie, we {hall deceiye 'our ſelves inco (| 
S the derifion and, Contempt of all Yi 
E: t have either | Wit Or judgement ; | 
which is infinitely worſe, in- 
EIIIOY 7 (0. 
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WPrornANE und FANATICK Znemics. no3 | 
Fo the diſpleaſure and wrath of God: | 
1. Our buſineſs in Preaching is the 2: 
oreateſt and moſt important, and 
therefore we ſhould be very grave and 
W/eriows init; to be ſlight, flaſhy, or af- 
eftedin (o folemn an affair, is to ſhew 
our ſelves vain and - contemprible 
triflers, 
| 2. Weareto inſtruct all ſorts, the 
moſt ignorant, as well as the more 
knowing, in the matters of Faith and 
practice; andtherefore ſhould deſign 
and endeavour to be as plain as we can, 
both in our Do&trines and Expreſſions; 
avoidinghard words,and {enſeleſs phraſes, 
and {peaking in rhe proper, natural, eaſie 
way, Which is molt profitable forthe 
ignorant, - and moſt accepable with 
 Ethewile. 
| 3- And for the accommodation of 
the memories, as well as the underſtand- 
ings of the generality of hearers, our | 
Diſcourſes Gould be in clear, facile, 
and diſtin& mechods ; not involy'd-in 
a i ET C00 


Fa ty Ea WT 4 
' Eo. OY ORIE: "3, Iv 


%, 


” 4 OE Le HER. bs $i Ts - £ " 
OS Kg oi a ESD ee. ES I Des pts Sore Moe Ct: 2d ares B7lhd, CEC bent fs "a POTEN 25 > ET x - al OY 
GE LEO PU Eos RD RY oe TI Sy OY 20 I ON bn IN wt ne OS Re ne TOE Pn EG LE Ser de HS SEE IR, 4. 
35:8 ef Tough = SES Kd OED TH CIAL Tp, es, I Ne : gs EEO C97 Oo on Log 4 9 OR RT EE DRE het 1 4s EL SCY 4465- : : FS FL $345 de ISR Cs >. 
» bs - 0.7 Y 5, ? * : = xo +. 307 "I - ; 2G y 
SIR nbd a Fay CS ho 22h OI Ae eo prot del he OL OE ne oh Yo Reno ON rhe OP 2 2 
$f ns 2s a 2 os LED SOFT hon we CILTDS. LT ESD» NIE ny AE ; = * : end... 

_ "(op +* * "0 "5" _ TEAS ' $75 4 a ; Sq + ASSP : y DENY is. 
EEE: et Pi ae = 
Pt ot Bens > Fe £ 6: Fd # : 4 ; , Y ok EL 
RY 6 o * : ——- G4 y b. W427 2 HCY 
. 8%: "Ne " 40%; v4 F ? N : Leh x , . BxS Y LIE 
© <2: "ok : Zan on ; OY 
-\ $ +54 v4 |; q : | , -Y 4B ; 
* 27 BY RR. * ; E b = '. 
2" ER I 4 Y q * 2 
A EX - : Si k 

a n 
{ ce 


|- confuſions, nor 1 pun out into nice diyiich; 
> fions, or wn} otrtgaaln þi 
4+ And becauſe the main work iſco 
 toperſwade, and direct an holy life 
| ©onr Sermons ſhould moſtly be pra 
' cal; and affeftionate: Not but thatwd 
"may labour to explain, eſtabliſh, and 
| defend the great principles of Faith and 
practice, eſpecially in an Age in which 
iach' Shipwrack 1s made of both : but 
© then we muſt take care that thoſe w 
| Teachare ſuch indeed, and that we ven 
4 - 27 vm notions and opinions, a} 
F fundamentals of Religion. We are no 
|. £0. be\concern'd for anv Doctrinesinſſt 
| Pulpits, but for the great and certanc: 
t- Articles of Faithand Life , As for oufC 
© opinions, this 4s not 'the place for: 
© them : For it is not our buſineſs toſſ: 
| make pcople in all points, Orthodoſb 
and Anowing: | but to: endeavour tha: 
:- they may be ſincere and good, which is} pl 
| wiſdom to ſalvation. Theſe L take to be}? 
= ©" *p*7 meaſures for. Preaching, and it he's 
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YpnornaytandFANATICR Encmice, 1o5 
»llchat direts himſelf by them, be de-_ * 
ſed for his Doctrine, he will have this 

ifcomfort, | that the contempt he luffers 
isnone of his fault. _ i 
Ll 1 have done with what I intended 
vfor my Brethren of the Clergy, namely 
Wor the younger ſort, for I preſume nor. 
toinſtruct the elder and graver men, 
Am (1I.) to apply the advice of 
this general /e, ro the people, 
who yet profels themſelves of our 
Church. You ſce the contempt that 
is upon it, and beleech yourtoconſi- 
der whether irs pretended friends have 
not: been, and are not ſtill, great oc- | 
Wcalions'of ic. The greateſt part of _ 
Chriſtians are incapable of judging 
g-concerning the truth or goodneſs of any 
o}'Church or Conſtitution of Religion : 
butare inclin'din their opinion, and | 
affetion- by the general temper and _ } 
prafiice of its profeſlors and adherents : 
Now /'tis an almoſt univerſal prin- 
© ciple among men, that Religion a0 -z 
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auſneſs and zeal;wherethele are obſery{ 
i2 peoples carriage to their particulaſ; 
Church, the moſt are uſually inclia 
to have reſpect for that: onthe othe 
fide, when the members of an 
Church are cold and unconcern'd, offi 
wanton and. irreverend in their Rel 
gion; ſuch a cemper when it comegſſ;, 
to be general, draws popular contempl 
uponthat Church and way. 


This ar prelent is. the (ad cale & 
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ours; aad{doubr it may be roo trulſ;.. 
Aaid, that there are no retainers ih 
any: Church in the world , who are lol 
-rdde concern'd for it, and the worlhig, 
of God in ir, x 7152" (0pyroms ro they. 
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E (Fwrch of England. If we ſurvey oulffy; 
| Teveral Congregations, and confideFB,, 


Our people, we ſhall find bur very fev 
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|  \thatcarry themſelyes,as if they had an) 7 
| :<onfciencious affettion to the Religi;, 
E. FEE prodels If the eſtimate bz 
hy, en Irom: thoſe that are conſtant off 
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als; or other Churches ; certainly the 
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lick Prayers in (athe- X 


umber muſt be acknowledg'd ro be. 


ery ſmall, and if wereckon only ſuch 
'Fhatcarry but the appearance of ſerious 
Pevorion, it will be yer leſs: ſo thar 


he Church may almoſt betempred ro 
ay with him, There is not one godly man 
t, the righteous are miniſ1)2d from among 


Whe children of men. 


"There are indeed multitudes, who 


Fill tell us they are of this Church, 


Fihen they give us no ground, bur their | 


Fre word, to believe they are of any: 


While they talk of owning and adberingto 
he Church,they will nor afford the ſo- 
emn worſhip of it as much as their bo- 


ity preſence, a3 long as the Devil and 
Fieir Luſts have employment for themn 


Elſewhere : They carry themſelves to it, 


$5t0 a matter of the greateſt mdifference; 


j- vill go to Church now and then, when 


_Fime lies upon their hands, and they 
as in the humour for It ; and then 4 
| = | again E 
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” again never think of Religion or WorSſſts: 

| ſhip,till another accident excites themſba 
And when they come to ſuch Sacypot 

| places as this, with what rude boldneſidoffc 

| rheyenter Gods houle ? and how muchſſh 

> careleſneſsand irreverence dotheyex Pt 

| preſs in their very looks and garb? 

* confident rtegligence ſeem ar prelenttoſif 

| beafaſhion; andthe whole carriage at- 

- retis (utable to this ill beginning. What 

| toying, talking, gazing, laughing, and other 

rude, follies may we oblerve inthe 

midſt of the moſt ſolemn parts of wor" 

| ſhip, > and how much lightneſs and! 

-  .playſomnels.in ſpeakingot ſerving God 

© being devout, ſaying prayers, and luch like 

3 ſerous things after it ? 

” | Now when theſe carria 
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Yes members ; and roſuppoſe moſt others 
Fat profeſs ir, to be of the ſame ſort, or, 
ſor. very different ; and ſo to deſpiſe the 
Whurch, and all.that adhere umo it. 
iſhiscertainly is a very great occaſion: 
ff her preſent contempr ;. and if you 
Frould not be acceſlary to its increaſe 
ind growth (if it be capable of any? 
{ſWnore ) beware: of this carele/neſs * 
nd irreverence.to the Religion you pro- 
els. RE | E 
If Religion be areal thing, and not a 
Fneer imagination (as nothing is more 
dFertain ) it then requires our greateſt 
al and Venerations ; and the molt ſerious 
xetciſe of our faculties, and endea- 
ours ; no proſtrations can be too low * 
nthe adoration of the God of Heaven; 
0 ingagement of ſoul too intenſe, in + 
F'aying for his bleſſing, and praiſing 
m for his bounty ; no attention roo 
Fcrious in hearing of His Word; no.de- 
e Portment too awful in His eye, and 
/ Ppecial preſence. Let us all conſider 
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>. this,and demean our (elves inour wor. 
”” ſhip, as thoſe thar are in earneſt: Lt 
| the light of our zeal anddevorion | 
Z ſhine before men,. that they, ſeeing our works 
© mayglorifie God, reverence the Church 
 andvindicate itand us from the ſcorn. 
| ingofthoſe that are ateaſe, andthe, 
* tempt of the proud. Jetus endeavou 
© foto worſhipal@&s efervour of out 
J T iety may eq al | $cruth of our pro- 
Y Felon, and our ations in Religion, 
'” may h 


] 


ave ſome ſutableneſs to our ex-; 
 pectations from it. And then thoug| 
2 LA (hurch and we are filled with contempt, 
E yet we ſhall beclear from any impu- 


IE ; 


. 
Sa? 


- ration of the guilt; and our fouls may 
| Be ar eaſe, though we are ſcorn'd by 
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©  Preach'd at a//jſitation- 
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MATrTH. XXI.. 32. 


-God us not the God of the tet: but 
of the living — 


Gmihanding the annifold 1 
and immediate Tranſa&ti- 1 

ons of God with the people * 

of the Fews ; yer werethey a dull and 
ſtupid generation, addicted very much } 
tothe matters of [enſe, and indiſpoſed 
to things of ſpiritual and mv! Sons 
Yea, there wasa great and famous Sect * 
among them that denied a Life to come, 
and the Exiſtence of immaterial beings, 
For the Sadducees ſay, there is no Reſur- 
rethion, neither Angels, nor Spirit, ns: 
& 8, = 
Theſe put the Queſtion here to our 
Saviour 1 Ina caſe of a woman, who _» 
1 | | {uC | 
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Wife the ſhould be atthe Reſurrettim, 
from er. 22. to the 28, which capti- 
E ous Query they intended for an Argu- 
- ment againſt the Doctrine of another 
| Life. . 
| Chriſt anſwers dire@ly: to the ob- 
© jection, by telling them their miſtake 
= of the ſtate and condition of that Life; 


t marriage, that have attain'd unto it, 
+ bur are like the Angels of God, ver. 30. 
and then, rakes occaſion to prove the 


[rh 2 Os 


| out of the writings of Moſes, the only 
- Scripture the Sadducees allow'd , er. 
= [_ 2h 

© © But as touching theReſurrection 


© which was ſpoken unto you by God, 
- **\aying, Iamthe God of Abrakam, and 
| the God of Iſaac, - and the God of Jacob 
_ God «5 not the God of the dead but of 
© the living. = 


| ſucceſſively had ſeven Husbands, whoſe 


& fincethey neither marry, nor are givn in 


© Reſurrettion, or Living again of the dead, N 


| of the dead, have ye nor read that 
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' The former clauſe of the verſecices_* 
1, Þ the Scripture, which isthe ground of } 
- © che Argument, the latter is a principle | 
| of Reaſon; and both together inter, 
Thar there is a Reſurrection. 
| Now the 4r4mns mir rage! the Reſur- 
retion of the dead undertaken ro be 
ſhewn, * was not the Reſurrettion of the 
body ( though that be a great truth al- ? 
ſo) fince the argument doth not reach ? 
this; For one who believes that the } 
| foul lives afrer death, may ſay, That } 
ef God is the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and 1 
, | Jacob, though the body doth not riſe, for 1 
they are living in their ſouls, which are 

«| their rrue ſelves. 
And therefore the Concluſion our 
18 Saviour went about to prove was, that 
| There is another Life, which the:Sadducees | 
,| deny'd and endeavour'd by this Que- | 
i} tion, though very weakly, to- over- -! 
'| throw. And the word «rdzas ſignifies } 
| ſanding up, and implies, Living again, 
ſimply, nor the RY on of ag” y 
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Ro 


© dy; except where the Body is expreſt, idit 
or the neceſſary ſenſe doth otherwiſe 
 inforce it. So that, though it be a 

A truth. that the body ſhall riſe, and de- 
 monſtrable from many other places, 

| yetit isnot meant here ; but thething 

| intended to be prov'd, is, 4 Life to come; 
without determining whether # our 

| bodies or without them. 

| This was undertaken, and this was 
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 B:diy hath been brought to light through the * 
y Gee . and the Holy Jeſus hath given *' 
| B/enfible aſſurance of it by his own Re- 
furretion from the dead. Yea, the 
Hereſie is improv'd in our time toa 
oreat and more dangerous height, and 
almoſt to Atheiſm ir TE We are-faln 
into an Age wherein, among ſome, | 
and thoſe not a few, 'tis a piece of } 
 £ Gallartry to be ah Infidel ; and Heroical- 
Bly great to have our-grown the, panick 
terrours of another world. We have ' 
livd to ſee the Doctrine of Spirits, pro- } 
feſſedly and openly derided, and that | 
of Living again eſteem'd equally vain, 
and ridiculous. The wantonneſs of ſome | 
hath difþuted all the Articles of the | 
Chriſtian Creed; and the [uſts of others . } 
have taken adyantage thence boldly to 
deny them. 


So that 'tis not unſeaſonable in ſuch } 
aworldas this, to labour in the proof 
of a furure Being. For beſides thoſe * 
that openly oppoſe this Principle of  } 
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E” our Faith . thevileneſs and debauchery [1 
'B of our daies are. tOO {fad an argument n 
E that many. others do nor believe ir 1 
& Men could not be ſo impios, didthey fi 
believe themlelves immortal - Nor l-0 
|  ſomuch like Beafts, did they nor thinkfſ 
| alſothatthey ſhould dieas ſuch, PP 
| © Now asour Saviour, dealing with i 
the. Jewiſh Sadducees, did not make uſt} 1 
- of the proofs that were moſt obviouſf | 

7 


| and dire, bur of that which wa 
b- moſt/utable . not of the plain and clear 
- places inthe other Scriptures, of whicl 


= the Sadducees made no account ; but 


© .of this fromche Books of Moſes, whole 1 
: . Author wy they granted In like nan 
E Net. -While we treat with the moderi | 


E Sadducees,we muſt not offer Argument 
& from the Teſtimony of theſe or atv} 
Dy teres, which they value not, buy. 
E236G? On With them from the princ! ples 

IM pf p; eaſon, -- Which they cannot bur ac: 

| mowledge. "And the Arguments I 
b fil now uſe, 50 prove a Frmre 1; 
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_ be of this latter ſort : and hoſe | 'J 
not taken from Philoſophick heights, and 
remote Speculations, but from moral Con- 
erÞ fiderations, improving things obvi- 
40s; and caking oround from matters 
i of common obſervarion. And though 
| Thope there are none of thoſe Infidels | 
{ in this place; yer, I ſuppoſe, ir may | 
i} not be wholly unproftable to youto 
be minded of the reaſons of your Faith, 
in daies wherein ſo many make Ships 
wrack of it. .H 
ds then I ſhall endeavour, wiz; ' 2 
.” To ſhew ſome moral Arg uments |} 
[| to Wiſe the belief” of a Future Life. 4 
jj 2. Thecauſes and occaſions of 1 | 
7 belief, in this Article. 4 
5F 3. Whar this Infidelity infers 1n che þ 
«| iuſt reaſoning and conſequence of it. || 
- | FortheF#{t, I prove a Life to Come, 
5 1. From ſome OBSERVABLES | 
I in a the great world. And, of 
T2. From the FRamE and C o ws. | 
$TI TuUT1 ON of our ow” — bs 4 
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3 | The 70d or ak 

| argue from, are (1 1.) The Miſeris of 

q EN ſtare. And 2. The unequal ditribs 

tion of good and evil bere. 

\ . Ibegin with the Mſeries of thu Life 
- In the deſcription of which, 1 ſhall 
| take liberty to inlarge a little, that we 

. may have ſuch a ſenſe of it, as may 

+ us tofeel the force of the Ar. 

 gument. Lerus conlider then, 7] har 

I | - In what ever condition we look on 

| this poor thingwe call man,there 1s no- 

[ Kb but mi/ery before-us: Prof] perity 1s 

- temptation 'to wantonnels and excels: 
250 to murmuring and impati- 

- ence: Riches are anxiety and care ; and a 

| ak a complicated milery : Iz fſfo 

dour-is pain; and idlenels as uneaſie ne 
as employ Tent 2: wiſdom afford by 
| curing ſenſes of —_ evils we encoun- fm 

-&er; and folly expoſeth usto the cdge Jin 

7-of croſs events; He that increaſeth knows Þ of 

| as incyeaſeth trauble, Eccl, 1,18. and 

— the oaks withour it is not good, Prov. 19-2 4 


JOE "ﬀILIFE fo Come... © nt 7 
| ÞOdr enjoyments ſatiate, and weary us ; 
find dilappointments arc (mart afftlicti- 
ſons ;; ſo that we want both when we 
| Bar, and when vie have not, and are 
:ferable both in ſucceſsful iflues, and 
ll Bn defeatures : we: complain of-our ' 
misfortunes, and ſeek reſt andeaſein - 
he ſhifting of our condition; butin. 
- ſhort time ws find as many other evils. 
a5thoſe we ſhun'd ; and are convinc'd, 
that the change of our ſtate yieldsno 
happineſs, but a different kind of mi= | 
ſery. . Like mien in a Fever, we tols 
from ſide to fide, and find reſt no * 
- {where but in the Grave. Jf we have 
1 Na pleaſant moment we pay ſeverely - 
- Fforit inthe next, and a ſhort happl- | 
: Ynels is a torment. We are devour'd * 
 fby our cager appetites, and torn piece- - 
{meal by the contrariety of deſires and 1 
nelinations : We carry all the bealts 
 otiprey within us; There's a firein 
| Jour breafts that conſumes us, and we 


| de: bythe. ſame flame by which we 
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Os | forar, Evroence _—_ 
; live. Noristhe condition of our bodi 
| leſsfadand tragical: We are ſcorch'4 
| by Fevers, melted i in Cacarrhe, burn 
E vF Freeze i in Agues, are wrack'd by 
 Gonts, maim'd by Gangrenes , and 
Tent alimder* by violent pains within 
_ our bowels: Art laſt we are madeth 
_ food of worms, eXCePt a Conſumpti 
on deceive them, and fend away out 
fleſh beforeus. The beſt of our con- 
- dition is, that we can die, and mingle 
$:nps ingenſible rotrennels hd corrupti- 
The Grave'is the beſt bed wi: 
"Hd till we turn to aſhes : . and the 
 Fienc darkneſs of the houſe of worn 
Seine bones, is better than+rhe light ol 
Sg Sun, "and comfort of the. El 
- ments, 

”Such'is the condiden of this mort 
Ef; *This is our portion, and our lot 
"this **Andtheſe mijeries of the preſen 
Nate afford us the comfortof the Conffl 
. Eluſion, That there is another : and 
\ tha ths} is not all the Life of man. For 
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Mod hath made us, and-not we our ſelves; . | 
1nd he is infinitely good, - and inh- 
rn{hitely powerful-: Ablolutely perfect, 
End peteRion it ſelf, and of his fulneſ(s 
4c communicates to his creatures, and 
.nfakes infinite pleaſure” in fo: doing. 
his our Reaſons, and the common 
otions of mankind teach us concern- 
$02 God : And hence it follows, that 
e hath made nothing to be nuſerable, he 
ath no pleaſnre in the vexations, and + 
Þeſtruction of the Living ; but made all } 
bings that they might enjoy their Being _— 
here can be no envy, imperfection, ? 
br ſhadow of evil, or defect in the 
Fountain of Benignity and fulnels, | 
Now He thar is 1o abſolurely perfett, 
and ſo infinitely good, hath plac'd us ? 
aÞnder theſe circumſtances of preſent in> 
Pelicity , and therefore from that 2 
oodneſs, and that pertetign, w&may « 
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gue that he hath made otber proviſion 2 
dpor us; afd that there 15 4 Life beſides 
MAIS mortal miſerable condition. 
ay | Other- 
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SAD E Tronncr 4 ol 
:; Otherwiſe, with how much reaſvff w 
| right we expoſtulare as Job did, fl a' 
E- 3 20. Why was light given unto ma he 
why wasthe Sun {uffer'd to (ee a thing th 
-* ſo miſerable 2 why did we not gdff th 
| from the darkneſs of the Womb to thi w 
|: of theGrave, andceaſe to be, alloo! 
i as we had a Being +- Is our Make 
| . pleas'd with our ſighs ; or is there any 
E Muſick or ſweetneſs to Him in ou Þ 
il ; 67T0m and tears? Every thing el/ethaf V 
| he hath made, is perfect in irs Kind al 
|. andenjoyes an happineſs ſurable to} v 
nature: And muſt ours be the fingl h 
= excepted caſe, and man be the only ins 
'* ſtance of wretchedneſs and miſery? |||: 
3 E: ,- Theſe {uppoſitions are not conyP 
| fiſtent withthe perfections of the D: 
| vine nature, and yer would be {ad 
| realicies if this Life were all, and there 
| were nothing elle to ſucceed it. 
| 2. Iprovethere is another Life, from 
*, The unequal diſtribution of good and evi 
28 this, The paſſages of the preſen 
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of world are a very Chaos, there muſt be 


world 

a world of light and order. All chings | 
1 here come alike unto all, Eccl. 9g. 2. Yea, | 
nol there 15 very often a worle event of [ 
oof things to the qi , than to the 
þ wicked. Treaſons and Villanies are * 
off crown'd with ſucceſsful iſſues : Tri- | 
el umphs and Victories attend the En- | 
ol ſigns of Tyrants and Uſurpers; the 
uf Juſt is made a prey to the Sons of : 
ul Violence ; and perſecuted in his friends. } 
JE and name, even beyond the Grave; } 
5F while the injurious are Courted by 
| (miling ſucceſſes, and born to the* 
"JJ Stars by flatteries and applauſes. They 

lay down their heads upon peaceful 
1} pillows,and take farewell of the world | 
in ſolemn and pompous obſequies : _ * 
uf When the perſecared Vertue ſwims in | 
re} 2 Sea of bloodto the Tomb, without 
_ ther ceremony , than the tears and } 
ny groans of a ruin'd Family : there 15s 
ily no anſwer here ro the cries of the Fa- | 
i} therleſsand the Widow ; the Oppril ; 
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| ſed'go down complaining into dark. flef 
_ neſs; and providence ſeems as ow 1; 
| theGrave. Wickedneſs hath Vertue; ſhe 
Livery and reward, and the Patrimo. iſ 
| ny. of Innocence is beggery and un. 
| happineſs. Providence ſeems now by 
glorious ſucceſles to countenance the 

t Alchoran, and. the Tyrant Ottoman 

| ſpreads his victorious. Arms, and isþ 
© Aleſh'din Triumphs. The race is nott 

* the ſwiſt, not the battel to the ſtrong, nor 

| breadto men of underſtanding, Eccl. g. 11. 
© Bur the things of Earth ſeem to be. 
diſtributed by a kind of blind Lottery, 
and to juſtifie -the conclulion of the 

E Atheiſt, that the moral world ( as he 
 ſuppoſeth of the natural) is rul'd by 

© a fortuitous range of undeſign'd events. | 

E , Thus things are inthe preſent world; | ' 
| andyetAlmighty Wiſdom and Juſtice Þun 
governs and preſides over it. AndFen 
| thence we may conclude , that all 
| things ſhall at laſt beclear'd, and or-: 
 fcr'd according to the Rules of = Vl 
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. ft Juſtice and Decorum : And fince it 
f5nor done in this life, we wich much 
s hcaſon expect and believe another. 
= Ve ſee all chings in the world of 
- Nature, are carried on ina beautiful ! 
vell diſpoſed order : There is harmo- 
y and elegance inthe motion of the. 
Fun and Stars; and inferiour creatures 
re managed by apparent wiſdom and 
ontrivance: the Univerſe is a great 
reauty, made up. of regular variety ; 
Fhere is no monſtrouſnels or unbe-. 
Coming diſharmony in nature. 
Now can we think; that the divine 
Frildom would be ſo curious in order- 
ng the world of things below us; 
nd give up his nobler workmanthip to 
ternal confuſtons and diforders? _ + 
| No, certainly, He that gives the. 
Ewgry Beaſts their meat in due ſeaſon, and 
Fends' his ſhowers ar the appointed 
ime, to refreſh the dry and parched 
round ; . He that waters the Spring | 
- Fith his 'ſcaſonable dews  and_It- 
” - | - pens 
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. ripens the Erwit with his benign no 
| beams; He that teacheth the Rivergfidy 
'- whenthev ſhall overflow; and hathiſhec 
| made the ſwelling | Ocean. know iſ 
- bounds and limits : will doubtleſþe 


 eake care that Vertue ſhall at laſt by 
E happy ; and that the wickedſhall ret: 
©, .ceive the due reward of. their impicÞn 
þ- ties. '- The preſent diſorders are but 
& preparations for that ſtate of order, andſ 
like the rude daſhes and rudiments of 
Pifture. et 
Thus of the Arguments I propos of 
from the Firſt General, the Phenomenl 
_ of Obſeryables oft the World, 
+ I deſcend to the SEC oND, thef 
 . Frame and (Conſtitution of our own natures 
| And under this, ſhall conſider ou 
| Reafons, Paſſions, Appetites | 
- and Inſtincts: fromeach of whiclFt 
| LTfhall infer ſomething for the prodlf 
_, "begin Ewihour Faculty of Ream 
"= Thigis:a noble: power, and exerci fy 
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re-Þt is delign'd 
ie-mortal condition. 
uEbeLife of man, his end and happineſs 
ndFvquld then be only to provide for the 
f ody, and the gratification of irs 
Senſes: And if we were made for no 
Wore than this, our Reaſons area ſuper- 
vous proviſion innature : For what 
mced of the Notions of a God, Unis 
Fwerſals, and Abſtratted Theories ; in 
eÞrder to the filling of our bellies, and 
Pic-pleaſing of our Senſes ? What need' 
$f 2 power of drawing one thing | 
Pom another in a chain of long de- 
Fpendances; if we had nothing todo 
Purto eat, anddrink, and laugh, and 
die 2. The ze cannot be entertain'd 


oÞupon abſtratted notions ; nor the pallate | 
< : 8 caſted 


Is = : £30 K "'M "01 Y VI Ev ID _ NC E of why .. mr 
| "Ffeaſted -upon 'Geometrick ſubtilis Þþ : 
| "there is-no Mufickto the ear in any; } 
|  *monſtration of Euclid, nor any ve 
| "creation: ro'the Senſes in ſpiritual conf, 
| 'remplations. T 
b- * fea bigh and nitenſe exerciſe of ou, 
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' Yr Hingis ſuiced to ics deſign and-end* 
de nd hence we may. conclude that our 
"Weaſons' were intended for more than 
"Ve liccle- buſineſs of this. inferiqur life, 
id thatthere is another in-which it ſhall 
xe becomingly employ'd , [and glori- 
- pr aint of *u1 01 TH E: 
-1L. Our Paſſions in the; preſent 
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"Fmper of them, afford us evidenceof 
"WnotherLife and Being. [As ro which, 
| Fe may conſider them, (1) in their * 
Futural diſarders,” and ( 2.) inthe regu | 


"Ptimofthem by reaſon and Tertue. 
JF -1. Lec us reflect alittle upon their | 
teſenc diſorders. \In-our firſt and grow- 
Wing yeats we are unavyoidably -led by _ 
Senſe and bodily affe ions: 'and before 
Fkeaſon! comes to any conſiderable de- | 
\Wgree of exerciſe, our paſſions are com- | 
Jnonly coo ſtrong to be govern'd by it. 
Yea, 'they maintain war againſt the _ 
Lainsof th 
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= Fher, and make atempeftuous troubledus 
- Seca within'us, T4: 27. 20. ſo thatwfth 
+ are driven by them upon Rocks and 
 quickſands, and our peace and hapyi 
| nels 1s' made a preyrto the waves, 
E 4b: 22.\All the evils of the world be 

_ teſtimony to this Reign of paſſion 

and the Hiſtory of all Ages is fullo 

 theſadifllues of 'violenr fi etions, 
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So Which things do plainly prove,tha 
- this fiotthe only,- or the proper Life 
: © man. 'For certainly Reaſon Was 11s 


tended'to be the rulmy principle in rea 
Tſonable-creatures, /and this Reign d 
Paſſion i5'an warpation in our natures 
That: muſt not laſt abvaies. Paſſion i 
|. well defin'd'by-Zemo to be an wat 
- "diblexharrealonable creatures ſhould 
| during theirwþole being, continue w 
| er Vide hurries, ' and bruitith force 
| OX t© brſuppor'd char ourlligh 
' Tralkdlwaies'bedarkned'in an Eclipl 
hy © miied up 4n cloves; che Mo 
5 py $4 b# Ed 
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Of Y: | : 
2 The Regulation of them-by Ter- 
24 tae and Reaſon. This is the beginning | 
of a »«v Life; a Life proper'for men; | 
«I which inthe beſtis weak and defeftive 
Yf here; andarrives not to any very con- 

 liderable:height of perfection; hence 

J allo.we may conclude thatthere is ano- 

fl ther Life, in which thoſe divine incho- 
J-ations':ſhall be compleated, For as |; 
$ fromthe obſcure diſcoveries of Senſe, | 
J:in-an Infant in the Womb, we may |} 
I argue there is another ſtate, wherein .. 
q.the{cnſicive facultics that have begun | 


- 


"16 Thew*t kemſel veg {ball a wik 
* more- advantage and perfeCtion , In 
: ike- manner thoſe E ayes of the ſoulf 
$ owatds a better-Life in the vertucus, Go 
| isan Argument thar indeed there is one; beg 
Tue thar'this preſene ſtate is but cheſſrar 
| ont of the furure. in 
22 Theſe are the firſt draughrs of thelfffet 
| divine nature, and image; and Godſin 
4 * will norſufferir to dic in imperfect ru- 
* diments. The bluſhes of the morning 
_areancarneſtof 'anenſuing day. TheYl 
- Challe Oracles call theſe the Tokens andJin 
HS mbols that Gad: hath _ in the} 
- Soul ;-they are the firſt-fruits, and noff! 
* doubt the hart: will follow. The 4 
3 " 'rendencies of lower nature do.nort uſe to” 
q 'bealtogerher invain ; much. leſs ſhall t 
|. -the beginnings of the divine Life , and 
the 'reſemblances of the im > il 
: Deity. ' All Life is mmmortal, {aith Plato, 
| and certainly the ſeed of this :noble 
+ 2n@ {piritual one: ſhall not 25-1 | 
-*Godwill. nor leave his Image in the Gran, 
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or! ſuffer this ſpark- of him to; ſee cons ©... 
\/Tbe ſumnv1s, The Regulation and * 
KGovernment of Paſſion, is a new Life | 
begun; the <2evi6 20d, che true, proper } 

rational Life (.as Plotinus calls it ) {uk J 
;nthis world *cis very incompleat and des» 
«five, and therefore there is another, * 
1n-which it ſhall grow upto the ful» 
neſs of irs ſtature and perfeftion.  } 

I come in order toargue the (ſame, | 
W. From our Delires and Appetites 
in two inſtances, iz, (1.) Their _ 
di atisfaftions with the things of the 
preſent World; and (2.) ſome Ter 
dencies of them towards another... «+ | 
-4.:1 begin with the unſatisfiedneſSof 
them. | Our deſires are too wide for | 
our-enjoyments ; and there ijsathirſt.. | 
in-the ſoul that is unſatiable.. When 
we. have ene thing we want another, 
{and our appetites are alwaies craving. 
"There isnot bread for the hungry ſaul,nor 4 
ayfitting entertainment on this oy 


- $ 
Oy 
"_ 


Y OLE OW 
3 Oo bd 6 
4 er A.-- 
1 8 > V4 
4 ESI. -" 
&2y 8 ERA. : 
. Wo. "f NE 2 - 0 : 
: « oF nY Been * «- 4 1 
4 BS27 +> £45399, IE P v» 
PP (6 ee OO Be IR 
"138 «90nd eto EOS ; " 
J " IS El s. 9 DE: Pr 
"7402 xt Ed > 0 - 
0 Zoe Fe REES, 0 
© OO OE "RT - : 
" UF WELL FA i cer . x y 3 


4 s . OB ; . = - - % KS 5 
o Mos ERA Fr ASP hf 2 coke 3 f © Nd £ S5 y Y IST % be" RA robs 
DOE Ts OE ATE — COTS ES Son otonen eee, 0 i RG + 
oo Ee dC En OUS Bu WEAR. bs 
OE EE -7,e  IRS 3 G 9h 5F EE” OO rad en > HIKE - 
REY ov "— 4 » 
” 72S > Is R Ya... "= I ) Rd hd pe 2 T3R ns. 7 
& Fa 8; 4 $7 LO 1. be — FP . SAS 
: ES FF ST x) = FL D 


che Sun: We flatter our ſelves wiki 
F- fancied farisfaCtions at diſtance, buf i 
© when we'come near we find notthelfl 
| "happineſs and content we expected 
”- And as Children think that ar luchaq 
Hill they ſhould couch the Skies: { ] 
| "awe phancy that in /compaſſing ſuch] ] 
or ſuch'deſigns we ſhould be happy; | 
bur when thar is done, we ſeeas much x 
& beyondus, and learn thar in apperitcy | 
there isno Term or Horizon. | 
| # Now: theſe diſſatisfattions with the | 
3 


| . only; \nor cefly for ir. For all F acul- 
nies are ſatisfied with the due mea{ures 
| of their + proper obje@ts; and excr 

© thing reſts in its own / Element : Andy 
- therefore the reſtleſneſs and inquictudes of 
| metuin;he proſe Life are an Argo 
by, RENT that) we. are. not 'yet where We 
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hf} ſhould be, bur thac- we were deſign'd } 
olive again in'another : Which realon | 
I we may/ improve. by this further ob- - 
avaion : namely, char the better any 
man is, 'the leſs he is pleaſed wich theſe |} 
xeriſhing:eajoyments. The noiſe of 
Fame, 'the pleaſures of Senſe, and the |} 
pageantry of worldly greatneſs, are | 
to Him like: the Rattles and Cherryy 
ſtones: of his Child-hood ; He hath |} 
loſt/his:taſte and reliſh of ſuch enter- * 
tinments. And now, if all the de- | 


lights and comforts we are to expect, 
were: of this ſort," the beſt men aren * 
the worſt condition, in loſing all theis |! 
ſhare of their proper pleaſure and feli- | 
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'b d1 penſions: 4 Pot rat tþ er averſaiic TI bn 
3 L } things that donot gratihe the body, 5: 
and ſerve its intereſts : Bur yer there Y®, 
= Arethoſe who have ſtrong inclinations NY" 
| towards another Life, and the mr 
- Foertuous any man Is, the earneſter will 
| his deſires be after che Rate of Immor:. 
Tate + [which Importunities and 
| cravings of their ſouls, give us ſome 
ground tothink, that there i 15 another 
| world, and objects in it. ſuited to 
| their 'defires : Otherwiſe thoſe a 
_ petites would be inmain, and the bf 
| would be moſt miſerable, while they 
S506 other ſarisfa&ions, and graſp'd c 
F frerair and deluſion. 
' Icomenowtothe laſt head of proof. 
E "Iv Our Inſtincts : or {ome ns k 
bn ural propenſions of univerſal mankind. || 
© -The inſtances I ſhall name are wo, || | 
| (3). The genral belief and acknon: | * 
 ledgeme (2.) The}; 
| .comrnon n deſi Ire of Memory after death- 
__ I- "Forth far _ the Dogtrine ofa” 
2 4 Lf e | 4 
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Wife toCome; hath not be 
Palticians ; of melancholy Superſtitio- | 
£ nfts, or diſtracted Enthuſiaſts. It hath } 
not been the conceit of a /ingle Age, '* 
nor confin'd within the limits of one 
Country or Region, but is as general as 
the Light, and ſpread as far as the ut- 
moſt bounds of the reaſonable nature. 
For thoſe that are.ſtrangers to one ano- * ! 
thers Laws and Cuſtoms, and as diffe- 
| rentintheir natures asthey are diſtane * 
; | in their Climes; yer all alike concur : 
inthe expectation, and belief of a fu+ } 
ture Being. : The cold Ruſſian, and ? 
ſcorch'd Moor ; the barbarous Ameri * - 
can, and ſpruce Grecian ; the ſoit Chis | 
wſe, and the rough Tartar , though 
Vaſtly different inall other things, -yct - 
they agree in this, That there is another . 
f Porld, and tharwe are immortal. And 
ts the obſervation of Pliny, that thoſe 
barbarous people that have neither } 
Cloathes to cover their nakednels, nor + 
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© Laws for acommoanecurity ; that livfhg 
> - by the Rules of ferity and{uſt, and df hn 
| from. the Beafts , ſeemmgly, in li 

& ile cle but external ſhape ; that haveſhu 
þ neither Towns nor Houles, and butſſ 
| jſt reaſon enough to provide for thefwt 
| aeceſſities of nature; yet theſe live inf 
| expectation and belief of a Life «fterÞli 
F this; And the latrer improvements ofſſko 
| Navigation, and remote diſcoveries, 
| confirmthe {ame inthe farthe(t darkeſt 
| parts of the habitable Earth 
E . Now this general effett muſt have 
dome general cauſe, which cannot be! 
= any general deception; For it 15 not mo- 
- rally. poſſible, thac thoſe who arcat 
 lovaRtadiſtancein place, and nature, 
- and all other circumſtances, ſhould þ 
b-: Tee ina common deceit, and jump 1n | 
- the ſame impoſtute, , It muſt ariſe then 
+ Either from {ome univerſal explicite Re FÞ 
© Redo, :07. an univerſal : brſtintt, of BN 
= YOIcSOr nature::; If: the: former be Ja 
= BFAmea, "tis full proof of. the afſcrti- I 
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Deeae if thar ris theother, 
Swhich ſeems moſt: probable , viz. thar 
t-BGod hath #7ſerted it inco our reaſonable. 
utures-; or. by. his providence hath 
Fconveyed it into the minds of all men, 
which is Tantamont unto it. And (o 
ne are; carried to this belief, as.the | 
anb'isto the Dugg: or other creatures/. | 
tothe food or work of their particular 
ILUTPeS, F 
this account Ariſtotle ſers it down 
£0) 9-1 Rule , > mio dx Tam i) 0auey » and 
E{rerefaith the larme, Quod omnibus Vis 
detur, eſt. Thar which ſeems to all, is” 3 
Forwhat ever is ſo univerſal,is fromGod, |! 
Inmhocannor deceive, or be miſtaken. - 
2; The deſire of Memory after deathy © | 
d Þsanloſtin&t in mankind : and whether -} 
ne former be ſo properly, ornot, this } 
cenainly:{uch ; All wates have beer 
taken. to perperuate mens Names and ! 
Memories; (hildren and great Houſes, - + 
and noble Deeds, and Books, and Monus | * 
Bits/;: yea. and as if Barth wanted 


Þ ir gs — fkcienaly laſting ro FF caſe th ti 
3 appetite - of Immortality ; : men fk |: _ 

'p aced themſelves inthe regions of inthe 
| corruprion and have called che Stars hy 
{NTT axyi names. 

:| Now. this univerſal thirſt after (uchiir 
_ an imagunury Immertality 1s an induce-ſſ 
ment to believe, there is a real one. Since 
7 weceaſeto be, afloon as we die and 
| Ages to this world, ſuch an appe-ſAh 
"rite: would be unreaſonable and ridi-ſſthe 
-eEultous: For why ſhobld we delire zþha 
; | precarious being in aname and memory,Þid 
E ; our" true ſelves were- fo ſhortly to befſpre 
© nothing? Of whar concernment is ita 
A& ''to us to. be-remembred, if in a fewſÞmi 
Hg aies/ all things ſhould be forgortenſ 
E -for-ever © and we were to go into ann 
YF _ eternal filence and oblivion 2? What nat 
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Take of pytbumone Memory, which + 
would be ſenſeleſs, and to no purpoſe if 2 
there be no Life bur this : Now God ime | 
plants no Inſlintts in his creatures that 
are futilows and in Vain, and therefore © 
hEbence alſo we may conclude, that there 
4 Future Being. 
| | have now done with the Argus» - } 
ments on which 1 intended to infilt ; 2? 
Wer all, 1 cannot ſay that each of 4 
-ſrhem is an abſolute demonſtration; or 
Fhatthe evidence of every ont is impol- 
Wile to be avoided : there are few 
Wprogis of that nature : But thi [do 
oFharall of them rogerher, I think, will 
make a cord hardly ro be broken * * 
ind theſe conſderations in confuntlion may 4+ 
F*mount to a moral demonſtration, and } 
Fave force enough to obtain aſſent 
rom chole.char are not ſtupid or un- 


[But yer the ſtrongeſt fro are thoſe. 
am the Scripture, and all the Arguments 
FRE demontrae the Truck of Cf 
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E Et,” prove ao rg certainty of 4 Le 
* after this. -, For one of the grear deſign; 
J | of the Haly Teſ 15 W astO bring Immortali 
 Hto light,and(as 1 noted before)he gave 
| ble evidence of a future exiſtence by 
E his own Reſurreftion. So thatthoſetha f 
; could not reaſon and difþute, and ſeeff © 
| truth at diſtance in principles, might 

; | however be COnVINC 'd by a Demonſtra: A 
; tion to the Senſe, and thoſe that could th 
: | be fully aſſured by the reaſonings of tl 
ns which many cf them were ® 
Z .very deep, and many nncertain, and ma-Y 
z "hy unſound and falſe, might yer beper-ſſ © 
 fwaded by the miracles which wereſſ ! 
: ” Wrought by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles 
| tC Fn: IR thoſe Doarines, which 
E | y raughr, of rewards and puniſhment 
F E Fora Andthar there are ſud; # 
_ every thing inthe whole Gol] pel eichet}/ 

| wp f 4h eth or proves. 

$ _—_ heſe el fa, ,are thecleare/t and beſt evi: 
F ac ence, | TY they are- fuct As are obyioup 4 
eg 1 [ ever) my un di erftas dit 5 - 4 : W) th d cannot I | 
rey 
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receive more light than what they 
have at firſt ſight in themſelves: I ? 
therefore omit that ſort of proof , as } 
not. needed by thole that embrace the } 
Scripture , and for- others that believe it 
not, the Reaſons taken thence will be © 
| of noforce with ſuch men. _ 
of 1 have alſo deſfignedly omitted the } 
| Argumentsthar arije from the nature of \ 
the Soul, Philoſophically confider'd, for } 
the reaſon mention'd in the beginning, 
* becauſe they are ſpeculative and # 
de - and {o not proper for ſuch diſ- # 
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courſes as this; nor are they uſually of .* 


J- Come Il. coſhew the Cauſes and * 
$ Occalions of mens nor believing } 
reſtate, The chief are ſuch as 
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afutu 
1} 1: The Wickedneſs and Debauchery of | 
the Unbelievers : the horrid ſins of 
4 theirpreſent lives make them afraid of 
anther; They are refolv'd 'on the 25 
| cOurſe of vanity and folly while they 4 
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* tive, 'anc -would hive all to od bere, 
E- hey willicrown'themfſelves with Re, 
| bids, and leaverokens of their minh 
| in every y place + they” | let no Flower of 
E E*che Spring pals by them, nor loſe any Þf 1 
Kats of evaluptuonſneſs : and this they fl 
* would have to. be cheir whole portion, Þ 4 
| Aand-their onlylot to be thts : -Hherefore 1 
away ye melancholick dreams, avdſ * 
* troubleſome fancies of anocher world' 1 
Iu Uare'a offence unto us, and ſavory} - 
@ mot the things that are of jollicy and} *: 
good humour : ye damp our joye, 
and pur” bitterneſs into the ſweereh 1 
[= of pleaſure : Therefore away 
© x0:Cloyſters and*Cells , and dwell 
Z iere! ine the ſuperſtitious and the 
| Hgnorant;+ bur leave u the liberty of 
our thoughts, and the ſatistation 0 
"our r1njoyments./. This is the reaſon, 
, 4 Rr e of the Sadducee. He 
E Not ON atthere: ſhould be anorherÞ] + 
Y Sor [4 TILE: wades himſelf}. 
on, That there is not. add He would not} 4 
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e. | meer himſelf again,nor have ſuch a re- } 
c © ſtraint upon hits apperires, as the dread ] 
| of an after-reckonimg. The fool hath ſaid : 
of | in-his heart, there no God, Plal. 14. 1. 
1y f irfollows, They are become abominable. 2 
7 Piceisarthe root of Atheiſm and un- © 
!, | belief: Senſuality drowns all the neble | 
re conceptions of the Soul, and fills it 
10 with Fo and beaſtial tmag nations. It 3 
). | ties mens thoughts down to preſent and 
wr} ſenſible things, and hinders their '/pro- 3 
ml & ſpect into the Regions of Immortality. Ic } 
5, | make them like to/ the objects of their 
{I 'pleaſures, andrenders them unableto 
) | (reſent future and ſpiritual ſarisfadtions ; ? 
I "they. can form n61dea of any thing 4 
cl] "agreeable: ro them in the other world :.} 
if call things ghere are wneafie and wnreliſhmg 4 
i | Vac the eſt, and the worſt 15-not to be 

7, | endured; So that they bendrtheir force 4 
el - to erale : all impreſſions of ſo-ungratefub./] 
rf aDod@rine; in which, ac laſt, th rough 
"the ; power of their endeavours, and | 
Rhe-co-opetation®of Satan, they effe- 7 
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| Qually prevail; and caſt off al 
© and expeRarion of any future Being, 
© Another cauſc of which is, c 
|: 2. Vain-glory; anda proud affecation | 8 
* to be ſomething extraordmary. Vain men k 
E would be Wits, and ſoar above the height tl 
| -of other mortals : Their. Eagle-ſight | * 
© 1s ſharp and piercing, and they eſpy the L 
> deceits and 1mpoſtures, that the reſtot| ; 
- mankindare too dull ro delcry! They & 
& deſþiſethe common Do@trines,and proud: \ 
| . 

. 


BB); pity, or laugh at the eaſineſs 
© others, who ſuffer themlelves to be 
CE fway'd by them; and by how wuch 
- the more /acred the truths are which 
© they reject, by@much greater, rhe 
[,/ Ve ' Eu ," 1s 'the'honour of - their own 
© fagacity, in. finding out the deceit, by 
E which ſo many- have been abus'd and 
| miſled. + 
Ef "Theſe are Wits in an mſtant ; at rhe 
- \defore they have taken the fir 
—OW d/per j eti1n kn owledge ag / nn, 
& 226 fame of thera before they have br 
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meaſur'd by cheir conftlene and their 
ſcorn, they are the greateſt Wits among } 
men ; bur if by their judgement and real } 
en | knowledge,” they ( of any) have nor * 
ic | the leaſt prerence to that title. For 1 
it | though they may gain theglory among 1 
| theireaſic companions, by oppoſing 4 
of | the great acknowledgements of Reli- } 
y gi0n, and particularly this; yer they” J 
. | will never by ſuch waies obrain it from ? 
{| thoſe who are really that, whichthey 
| 4fecF to be thought, Ir is the known | 
1 | obſcryation of one who held a high 1 
1 place among the Wits of his Age, } 
! 
| 
| 


1 hat a lute hiloſapby and knowledge * 
iaclines men tro be Infidels and Atheiſts, 4 
but the greater meaſures {et the mind} 
right in Religion, and ſecure it from. } 
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oO * bis own ſore. Or if he could a- 
tain the” height of that ambition 
©*rwauld prove a very dear credit, tha ſoy 
[i purchaſed upon ſuch terms, 3s ac þ 
the ruine of his ſoul, the deſtruction 
+ of his beſt hopes; and the degrading NB, 
of his noble nature. _ In 
© 3- Another majn occaſjon of Tifide. (at 
” lity in this Article, is Fnthuſiaſm, or the w 
© entertainment of Principles of Faith Jin 
 uponthe credit of phancies : Dange- Ji 
© Tous is the caſe of Religion, when 


| Reaſon isthrown by, and deteſted, and 
- the whole ſtre(s laid upon warm imayl di 
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if is ftrongly carried down by the 
over-bearing of his melancholy, into 
the doleful conceir of his mortality, and 
he belief that he ſhall die like the 
"g Beaſts chat periſh. And that that hu- 
| Umour diſpoleth men naturally ro ſuch 
{ Bpprehenſions, we. may ſee in Job, -} 
ie {who ſpake in the trouble of his Spirit, and =! 
th in the bitterneſs of bis mind, he ſaid, 
e- Wlbere is hope of a Tree if it be cut down, + 
n that it will ſprout, and the branches thereof 
d will not ceaſe— —— Gut man is ſick, and 
i» Neth, and man perifheth, and where is he? 
c[Jobrg. He ſeems to ſpeak in thisand 
c ther paſſages like an Epicurean, ora 
2 JN Nadducee :. and the queſtion looks com- 
- ſ| fortleſs- and diſcouraging, Ter. 14. 
If a man die, ſhall be live agam* The 2: 
good man wasunder the diſorder of a , | 
great and juſt (ſadneſs, and that repre- 
ſented all rhings as dark and dil! mal to Þ 
| bis wounded phancy , and feem'd 4 
ometimes ro deprive him of the only  Þ 
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8B fame effects hath melancholy ill upogh L 


E many Entbuſtaſtick tempers, on ſom 
F :of which it prevails [o far, as rol 
F thoſe impreſſions on cheic mind: 
” which never arc worn off. And thoug 
Jobrecoyer'd quickly by the cxercilec 


© this Faculties, and the reaſon that Go 


- had given him, and expreſſeth his ex 
[r= of a Fitor Life immediate 


y after the paſlage of greaceſ doutt 


"phy the daies of my appomnted time wil 


-wait till my change come 1: Yet thol 


| whole Principles are  faſtned on 
Is by. their p 


ot loft in-luch temprations. 
-» Thus are {ome men dif polcd to In 
roſes by cheir,own Enthuſia/ms, anc 


the {ametoo trequently give occal1on 


1 t0.9thersto laugh at che belief of afu 
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et! way next to ahen oy 
1 108. What the denial of a future 
poY Life i fo, in the reeſening and conſe: 
Ke of It. 
il oy Ciofollows hence, chat man is but -? 
- a better beaſt; and thoſe Wits ſpeak  : 
'oFagreeably ro his principle, thar ths ; 
* ofcher. in earneſt or in jeſt ) Satyrize hu- 
30 mane nature, and reprelent us only as 
cf ſomewhar a more cunning Herd of 
<ACatrle. For if this Life be all, we have 
, me ſame end and happineſs wich the 
Firs," andthey are happier of the two, 
\Jinthar they have leſler cares,and fewer 
"Fdiſappointments than we. 'Our Reas 
l ſm-and Religion, upon which we fo 
"JF nuch value our ſelves, according to 
this Doctrine, are bur chain of imagings 
'F tions; and thoſe bur refined ſenſe: and 
Florhe ſoul and principle of action, 1s } 
J a0 other in «s, than -it is intbem ; and | 
I vediffer buclicele more than onc ſort 
x of Beaſts doth from another ; namely, 
than the more /I"pid doth from th ol | © F 
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© that are more ſprightly and ſagaciuge 
And then farewell the Prerogatives and 
A dignity of. humane nature. Man is brit 
” Beaſt of prey, and his uſe of. and dofſÞi 
 Minion over the other creatures, is bu 
© proud nſurpation over his equals. SY 
- thatthis opinion degrades our natures 
and affronts the whole race of man 
Kind together. And, 

© 4-2. In the direct rendency of it, iÞ 
© Seſtroyes humane Societies ; For tholf 
& cannot ſubſiſt withour Laws ; no 
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E «Laws without: ſome conſcience of 


2 "this, -and every thing will be good th 

"48'profitable,” and honeſt that conducen® 
z £0 2 mans deſigns. © That would belt 
© ure that] couldget b force ; and haÞ 
| *167ight toany thing longer than | haÞÞ 
| frength rodefendit: and thus the worlF 
| WSU bei/ofaftvina fre of war, 20 
*H "FE into'endlels con ful ions and diloſ { 
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:nhoickly be an» Hell mtolerable , every man 


nt: Srould:be a Devil ro another, yea and 


ag wery man ro hinſelt. 


buſt 4: it (upprefiech mens private happis 


$:#and felicity ; andeven the Rioters of 
rexhe! world have ſtings and torments 
1anſrom it. It a man live in Senſuality and 
ulnels of pleaſure, what a cutting 


, iWioughe is it co conſider, that ina little | 


1o[@ime he muſt bid adiewto this, and to 
noffulfeliciry for ever ? And if his life be 

Pn trouble and diſcomfort; how terris 
v6Þle is iro reflect, that he muſt go from 


beſeing/miſerable tro be nothing ? How can. 


vafſeboſe think of parting with their poſ- 
hafſſeſions and enjoyments, that have 
erſmithmng elſe ro expect ? or, how can 
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bſitey bear! up under che burdens and + | 
1FVexations of- this ſtare, that cannot re- © 
aFiteve themſelves by che bopes of; a * 


rlfrtter ?/ wich what [ad pangs of forrow | 


1} ar Friends into the. 


 thatthey wete bt eternally? and hoy 
{ could we. refle&t upon our own muſhy 
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 tality, 'if we were to look for nd 
© farther Being ? The pleaſures of that 
© preſent Life are gone in a moment, an 
|  leavenothing but dreggs and birternelghjj 
| behindthem, and if there be no furfſhy, 
| ther delights beſides theſe mean anirh 
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"Tpreſume there are few, or none; 
Sn this place, but who are ready to 
1Ghrofeſs their belief of a Future Life * 
"Snd (as 1 premiſed) I have not in-. 
ſiſted onthe proof, to perſwade You of 
his Article ; but to ſhew, thar the. 
confidence is groundleſs, which af- 
Wirms, There is no reaſon for the great 
Woctrines of Religion, and to contri- 
Wie ſomewhar rowards the ſettlement 
ff the weak, againſt ſuch rempra- 
Now if we believe this great Truth, 
as we ſay, Let us do itto purpoſe ; 
and not content our ſelves with a cold 
$2nd cuſtomary aſſent, bur endeavour to 
iſe our Faith to ſuch an height, that 
tmay have an effectual inflaence up- 
on'our lives. Thegeneral belief rthac 
Fcducation hath infuſed, is but a dead 
Mage in the ſoul rhat produceth no- 
thing: Let us endeavour by fervent 
; Frajer, and frequent Meditatjon to 1n- 7 
T\iporate and excite 0wrs tathatdegree 5 
| | : | chat y 
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= eternal things ; that. our Faith may bella 
+ the certauity and preſence of the inviſible 
' world... . "The ſubſtance of things hope 
: for, the evidence of things nar ſcen 


FIC 


© Heb... That we-may have luch an ap 
- prehenſion of it, as if the profpee 
were open., and our eyes beheld ir 

- that we, may fix our thoughts there 
E andfill up our fouls with the conſide- 
Z” ration of that world. 
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Such a Faith as this, ought to be our 
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' Aim; and if we did |ſo. believe the 


ther world ; what excellent, what 
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&  heroical, what happy perſons ſhould 
- we beinthis.?. Such a Faith would (e-YC 
= cure us from the flarteries and tempra- 
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E tions of this: ſenſual life; and excite 
© us £o more; carnelt longings, and more 
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Vigorous endeavours atcer the happi- 


; nels of a better : It would inable usro 
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 olfflt:would quiet our folicitudes, arid: 
Fanlwer rhe- objections againſt  pro-: ? 
lefndence, and che preſent unequal di- | 
vMfiribution of good and eyil. It would 
Emake che moſt difficulr ſervices of Re- 
pHligion cafic and pleaſant to us; and 
«Flt our lives with ſweet hope, and de- 
 Wlights infinicely more agreeable than 
| fy moſt relifhing Galial joies : Ic 
c-Ewould afford us ſatisfattion, amid 
our diſappointments ; and reſt amid, ; 
1rYour anxieties and cares: It would raiſe * 


Jour deſigns and thoughts to things ge- 


Ie 
uBnerous and noble, and make us live 
diflike the Inhabirancs of an Heavenly. ; 
-(Epuntry, £1 
[Such bleſſed effects as theſe follow - } 
clidis Faith here , and unmeaſurable, 2! 
cſuaſpeakably greaterin the other world ; | 
-the viſion of God, and full enjoyment 
of His love, the perfeftion of our Þ} 
rares, and che compleatment of out” 
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< Angels and Saints - 1n the 
iſeof holy love, admiracion and 
: Things too great to be ex- 


ſt, Or tO be imagin'd, For eye bath | 
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een, nor ear beard, nor hathit entred | 
the heart of man to conceive, what God | 
reſerved for thoſe that love kim : To” 
Him beall Glory, and humble. Ado- 
zation hence forth and for ever. 
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— Becauſe he hath appointed a 

in ' which he will Judge the Wor 

ighteouſne}s, by the man whom he 
aained — 
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own native reaſon and gooanefs:; 1 
ſuch is the ſtupidity and parnerſepe 
men, thar Fa alone have not { utuar y 
ly) any conſiderable effect upon us: 
therefore God who carneltly de-" 
our Reformation, and ourhap 
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added the preateſt- 
nrons toentorce His 'Laws, glori- 
ws rewards onthe one hand, and moſt £, 
ible Penalties .on the other , and i 
eto be diſtributed in a moſt ſo- 
mn manner, repreſented in ſuch cir- 
umftances as are mpſt aptto work up- 
F opes and Fears: For —— 
ppomted a day. 
aich words are part of St. Paul's 
) ceech to the Athenians upon the oc- 
SON of their ſuperſtitions and Ido- 
tries: Theſe in the time of Gentile 
orice of/ 
He' was 
[pleaſed 
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idolatrous yanities to the right wor- 1 
{hip of God in Spirit and in Truth : | 
The plea of ignorance now will no 


longer excule or extenuate, but God 
commands all men every where to 
Ce which is inforc'd with the": 


powerful conſideration of the 


Fe hath appointed aday 


© (1.) The Declaration of a future 
udgSment; Becauſe he hath appomted a 1 
ay, in which be will Judge —— _ 
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'd, the World. 
) The Perſon thar is to be the, 
-The man whom He hath 
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2 futureJudgement. «Of this the 
athens had ſome obſcure notions, 


ppears among other things, by 
he ories of their fam'd Judges, that 
yere to call men to account in the 
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ner world. But theſe were but 
amering apprehenſions : 'Tis the 


[pelhath brought to light the great 
arine-of a coming gJudgement, 
the ſolemnity and circumſtances 
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w 42: Tharhe halt be nee _ 
"7 "Re his mighty Angels, in flaming 
+2 2 Theſ i. 8. Thar he ſhall come 
þ ten thouſand of his Saints, Jude14: 


Thathe ſhall Judge the ſecrets of men . 


= to the Goſpel , Rom. 2. 16. 1 


hat the Dead ſhall be all raiſed by a 
General- ſummons, + (or. 15, 52. and * 
| . ag all be judg'd according to their works, 

ev. 20.13. The juſt co eternal life , 
id ndthe wicked to everlaſting puſhmont, 


0 that the belief of a Judgement 

', \Is NO panick fear: or melancholy 

: *Tis no trick of Politicians, or 

Mor w of Prieſts to fright fool and keep. 
the y 'orld i in awe, but a Truth as certain 
ad undoubred as the Oracles of Truth 
c * jake it: *Tis plainly declar'd in 
- tinfallible Records; yea, tis 


rage raven on the minds of univerſal * 
 man-. 
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expect a call to a fy 


proot of ſo'clear and ſo acknow 
* Jedg'd an Article ;. But it may þb 
worth our while to conſider what ma 
'the Reaſons of this appointment « 
udgement Day. And the ſame wi 
ve as Arguments toconfirm and en 

&& our Faith in ir. 
3.) Then, T'is reaſonable and fi 
1ould be a General Judgement 
eliz1m may be vindicated and cleared 
he Goſpel was of old to the. Jews: 
mbling-block, and to the Greeks, fooliſ) 
» + Cor. 1.23. and we know, by lac 
rience, how in latter daies, Re 
on 1s expos'd and [ſcorn'd. It i: 
-rigiculous by ſome, and laugh' 
>y others; and. which do it th 
ter miſchief, Thoſe that pur ic int 
privle cloathing ; or. tholetha 
acempt upon; it, 1s he 


fineſs to conjeCtures -* 
$eertain, that there is nothing 
een pretended in ſo many vile | 
$and deſigns ; Nothing in which” ! 
ind have been, in any compari- * | 
ſo outof their wits, as in what ' 
haye abuſively call'd by this Sa® 
Name._ Religion ! we have ſeen 
Hyd with humane blood, and ſwoln - 


"4 


fiteſpoil and rapine : written onthe 
Meheads of tyrannies and nlurpati- 
and pleaded as the Cause, the 
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i$itnot reaſonable there ſhould 
time, wherein this over-calt, this 
ded light ſhotild brighten ike the 
*ar'noon; and diſpel thole ſpots 

that fcumm, which ſuperſtiriop, 
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norance and hypocrilic have fa 
pon its gloious: Face? Is it not 
= that the Goſpel ſhould art length ax 
- pear to have been the power of God 
" and no creature of melancholy or deſign 
= Ovghr ir not to: be ar laſt confeſt an 
known, thar Religion was a gre 
B ity, and no cunningly deviſed, Fable 
 Nodream of imaginatiof, or intere 
= of any luſt, but as ſimple as Innc 
= - cence, and as clear as the virgin light 
= And ic will be ſo inthe coming day 
when the light of the other Wor| 
* hath ſhone in upon the darkneſs « 
E this. , 
In ſumm, PTis juſt to. expect tha 
* Religion will be gloriouſly celebrate 
-—.andcleared, and reaſonableto belic 
Krill be done by the ſolemnity of 
--Juegement Day, in which-we ſce on 
Reaſon of 1tsa pointment. 
2.) A Future Judgement is 0 
6,” 1hat Providence may be unridl 
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ſolv'd. The Judgements of God 
preat Deep, Pſal. 36.6, and His 
x paſt finding out, Rom. 11.33. The 
rs of Providence are full of Myſte- 
and Meanders, as dark asthe migd- 
thes of December, 8 as crooked as the 
of the Deſart. All the Lines of 
ripinning, all our obſeryations, 
d reaſonings are too ſhort to lead 
$to- and fro the Labyrinth. The 
orid is govern'd by ſecret methods 
are beyond our moſt improved 
owledge, How are we, puzzl'd 
en we undertake to gloſs on Pro- 
tnce, and preſume togive the rea- 
of its moſt ordinary menage- 
nts ! The wicked lift c up their 
ainſt Heaven and proſper ; 
Wthejuſt bow the knee, lifting up 
inhands unto it, and are undone : 
Wy facceeds, and is applauded and 
is diſappointed and con- 
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ines upon him that- ſacrific 
Eccl ; 7. 15.) And: when vig 
ves, and folly triumphs, Proy 
nce-is: pleaded-rto credit ignoran 
1mpiety, and the ſuccels of t| 
ton Youches for the goodneſs of th 
ule. - God is thought to have own 
t, for unknown reaſons, he har 
mitted, and to have ated that, whic 
gement he hath ſuffer d. 
er hand, the belt Deſignsar 


ht wicked when they Prove 4 
ow, and the whiteſt Innocenc 
ed- with black characters, wh 


it. Thus Shimei ac 

Davidtor a manof blood, be 

+ of che evils of his Houſe, 2 Sam 
«And Fob was concluded as gre 

Lance of fin, ashe was of miſery; 
he. Barbarians inferr'd fro 
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eotromthe (roſs, that-the Holy Jes © 
Wwas a Malcfa&or. TOSS ON 
#Thus do men ſhoot one another 

ue of this crooked bow, and judge 
legoodneſs ind badneſs of things-by 

1 ce, es, not by Rul es : and thereb y 
duce and abule Providence by 
making it ſpeak the language of 
heir affe&tions, and their Intereſts, 

ad ſerve the ends of malice, and Self- 


=Which*things being ſo in the pre- 


ne world, ir 1s fit thar, at laſt, Provis 
ice ſhould be difintangled and ab- 
0 vd, that all the world may ſee 
tie living creatures in the Wheels, Ezeks 
20. and the eye that is in the Scep- 
& as the AZgyptian 'Hieroghphicks res | 
feſented Providence. That we may 
ſength underſtand, that its wates are 
Wal, Ezek. 18. 25. and that all the 
ming inequalities prove the ſhort- 
$ of our Reaſonings, not the un« 
eycns 
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ts mer - tha 

rangeſt, and leaſt accountable if 

es werethe Reſults of Counſel, an 
overn'd by an infinitely wiſe mind 
atſhoots its ſelf chrough all things 
hat. we may underſtand the difte 


- rence between good and proſperous, an 
the reaſon of the diſtance betweerſſ® 
rtue and ſucceſs. Why the fire ou 

'the Bramble is permitted to deyou 


”e Cedar ; and the deſert of the wicked i: 
ooftenthe lot of the juſt. 


Chee expectations are reaſonable 
 aridin a manner neceſſary ; that man 
"kind may be convinc'd the events be 
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-WCETE not Lotteries, bur wegrbrns : 
Providence,and that Providenc 
by an- infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice 
Goodneſs. That wickednel 
b at laſt, reap rhe milery It hath 
'a,: anddwell inthe flames it hatl 
dl And afflicted Vertue liir [Men 
d-to. receive the Crown and thang 
-_ _ Glorie 


1 
; 


ence;;'and appear to have ſhot it {e 
pan another world, when it was de- 
teſt in. this, And ſo all ſhall krow 
bat there was a God that Judged in the Barth, 
Mal. 58. 11. 

And this is another reaſonableac- 
jounc of the appointment of a Future 
udgement. | | 
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(3-) We may ſuppoſe ittobe or- 
air 'dfor this alſo, That ſecret wicked- 
WW may be diſclosd, and ſham'd, The 
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eart.of man is as deep waters, hath a 
mooth ſurface, but is full of rocks and 
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ands at the bottom. The world 
a Theatre, and the greateſt part of 
len”are but Actors : For as They 
wathe themſelves with Gold and 
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Ur ple, and put on great names, and 
fine things upon the Stage, when _ 
kind:the Curtain and in their retire- 
nts, chey are bur common men, 
like their ordinary Spectators : 
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zonverſes, ſet our looks, and gildf8 
Ou! age, and. pur on the Liveryſſ4 
Wiſdom and Saintſhip, and ape 
"pear what we would be thought, nor}: 
 what'we are : But in our privacies 
and more familiar converſations, inf # 
the looſe and unconſtrain'd order offs 
= our words, and our actions, we are 
Ke andther thing; we are fooliſhF\ 
d frivolous, froward and impati{$ 
; ſordid and abſurd : And inthe 
Chambers of our ſouls we are 
orle.- - The' faireſt face would af 
ghtus, if theskin were taken off it 
hew us nothing-but ghaſtlinels 
gideformity : And it would amaze 
80 lee the. In-fides: of, thoſe, whole 
arg appearance-js fair and plauſi 
e -- We now ſeck coverings for out 
jame,. and- hide; our-follies andim: 
tons :under + handiome names $ 
ews, - and fair:pretenſions J# 
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reffflim to whom all things are ſo, and 
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{Midnight is as bright as noon, | P/al. 
$89. 12.] And he will provide that ſo 
(Y&fhall bt co all the world; that all 
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corners of the heart, and receſſes of | 


thoughts : Theſe make up a dark Re- 
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- patience may appear in their Glory 
- and proper luftre. Ts 

- = And for this Reſon alſo God hath 
appointed a Day wherein He will 
© Judge the ſecrets of men: That ſin may 
not be the more ſecure, for being 
Cloſe : Bur that it may be feared and 
- ſhun'd in Grots, as well as in moſt 
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ot , may-beſolemnly celc- 
: brated and rewarded. Again, © 
= (4) Such a Day'is favand ts ap- 
£ pointed, that all rights'and claims may be 
| determined. The grear Controverſies 
"EV + BIRD #1 are, 
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every one isout, by the ſentence of all ? 
thereſt: Here's Religion, ſaies one; ? 
Nay, but it's here, ſaies che next. $ 
and a third gives the Lie. to them WE: 
both ; And then they ſcuffle and con- YÞ#; 
Jy :end till chey have talk'd themſelves IF: 
out of ſenſe, out of charity, andour We 
of breath : And when they would lay WW 
on, but know noc what, when their WW? 
Paſſions are rais'd, but their Reaſons IF - 
Joſt; They fall to pelteach other with WM. 
hard names ; They {quabble, and ftrive, | IF : 


WT food ivchph and crow af. 
er a conqueſt in Imagination: And 
after all this buſtle, and allthis ado, 
They fit down where they begun ; No- 
-ehing is gain'd on either fide, bur an 
addition of malice and bitter xeal , 
* more rancour, and more damning ſen- 

ences, while they arc, for the moſt 
rt, as far from Truth as from agree- 
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This 1sthe ſtate of the contendin 
rid, nor can we expect it ſhould 
otherwiſe,” while Ignorance and 
alice, Intereſt and Paſſion inſpire 
e quartets Or, if Controverſies 
11d be ended, the. Vote would, 
is,” becaſt on the ſide of Folly 
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= But the coming Day 
tight, and I reſolve Pulate's + 
Queſtion , What is Truth ? And then, ® 
no doubt, The meek and the peace+ * 
able, che charicable andthe juſt, who 
did not diſpute, bur live: who were 
not ſwoln with rage and notions , 
but big of Charity, and univerſal 
kindnels for mankind ; Then {hal * 
Theſe be declar'd the rightful Heirsof } 
the Kingdom , when the preſumed 
Sons of ir, who hugg'd themſelves, 
asthe only favourites of Heaven, and Ti 
warm'd their hands by their own fan- JF: 
ſlick Fires, who flew aloft on the YE 
wings of Imagination , and proudly 
look'd down upon the modeſt and 
humble Believer ; who were full of 
Mierieandreprare, Korn and rll, | 
Du void.of juſtice, modeſty and love; bo. 
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tion with the Phariſee, co the ſhame 2 
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gence, and their hopes. fg: 
E--In this Day ſhall the Errours, and ſlmi 
"rhe follies that were recommended to jan 
che deceiv'd embraces of the Sons of 
men, by frauds, and Art, paint, and 
 meretricious bravery, be expos'd in 
their naked Dcformitics ro the ſight 
and contempt of all the world: And 
t. that Truth, and thoſe Vertues that were 
E perſecuted into- Corners, and cover'd 
- with duſt and ſhame ; torn piece-meal 
F-Iby. wrath and ignorance, and {car- 
 ter'd up, and down in the Tents of 
= Ercour , ſhall then'be brought into 
_ the Light, and cleanſed from all de- 
bailing mixtures, and repreſented in 
theirnative Jovelineſs and beauty, that 
they 'may. receive the praiſes and ac- 
L :Clamations. of their ancient friends , 
ang. 2cquairance.;.:Yea, and the ac- 
© -Kknowledgements of their now bluſh- 
ng and confounded enemies, 
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Elipon the = ole: we «ſee ce, Th at oh | 4 bd, 
Fairh of a Future Judgement is not © 
Emisbccoming the ſevereit Sons of Rea» M# 
an and Philoſophy, but is infinitely WE 
aprecable to the aculties of men, and *W& 


| fg nalogy of things. 
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Come now totheSe c onD main 
L thing in the Text, © 
IL the Univerſality of the Subje&t } p * 
to be judged, the Wozld , lo ir is Yi 
here ; And the Scripture elſewhere 
expreſſerh ir in very general terms :: 
The e ſecrets of men, Rom. 2. 16. Eves 
By man, Rev.20. 13. The Dead, ſmall 
and great, Rev. 20. 12. The quick and hy 
egd, - 1 Per. 4. 5. 
4 "Now I ſhall conſider the Univerſe 37 
ky of the Subject of Judgement in F_ 
two great Yolemnities of it: wiz. M ; 
b The General Summons, and theGe- WF 
eral Reſurreion that follows : ; both ' 
Memioned rogether, 1 Cor. 15. 52. 4 
i. The 
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4 be Trumpet ſhall. found, and the Dead ſhall 
$erdiſet —— 1 
3. TheTrumpet ; cither ſomedivine 
© univerſal Tertue; or the voice of ſome 
' mighty Angel, crying, Ariſe ye Dead 
b, come to Judgement. Methinks ;, 
: hear that voice; 'tis full of Majcſtyſin 
and terrour ;, 'tis more loud thanfy 
* Fame, and more general than theſſ;, 
”" Light of Heaven. 'Tis heard ac both, 
ePoles, inthe Earth, and Seca, andſiſy; 
- Air, andall Deep places. 
-* Attend, Attend, Ye Sons of Adam ! 
Ye thar are afar off, and ye that are 
{ ear; Ye that begun with the Infant; 
World, and ye that liv'd in its lateſtgy 
Periods; Ye that freeze under well 
- pncotnforrable- North , and ye tharfſ, 
are hid under the remprteſt South; Wy: 
+ Ye that dwell in the temperate and. 
- bghtlome Regions ; and ye thararcſp 
.- Tcorch'd with: the heats of the Line; 
& Fe that only cryd , and cease to 
iy © - © | | bre athe ; 


he; { ad ye that went howly and | 
lc e to-the Grave ; Ye that areyet + 
ive, and ye that have been Ages un- 1 Ez 
krpround.  S$*& 
 Hearken, Hearkento the Proclama: 
tio of the rear Kmg, the Princeof _ 
Glory, the Judge of Angels and Men ; 
The Day, the Day of vengence, and 
parry: come; the Day of Ter». 
mrs and of Triumphs. The "night is 
p: Ariſe ye dead, ceaſe ſleeping 
in the Grave , Pur on your bolies? 
gather up your ſcarterd parts, ſum- 
mon your _— rogether,and make 
yp your Accounts. The Tribu- 
Wi ſer, the Judge is comin And 
ye living Inhabirancs, lay y your 
ſigns, let fall your Traffique; quit 
ye leaſures aud purſuits ; the 
time fe theſe is dane, for ever done : 
Er pernity is in view ; Trim your 
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=See here the 'mighty ſits trembling | 

by his Monument, unconcern'd at 

the vain Epithets it gave to his flat- 

erd Memory ; and the delicate ſighs I 
with his firſt breath, willing to re- * Li 
wen to darkneſs , rottennels, and WK} 
Forms"; rather chan co the -light 
"Wat will difcover the guilt, and the 

ollies of a Life of vanity. and ſin. 

The Fhpocrite droops to conſider that 

us painting and his ſhame are tobe 
*Prought our of the a_ and ſilence 
Wt the Grave, into a naked, and open 

Wy ; and the mitious dies again to 

bink, 'That he hath taken up his bo- 

iy from one Death to carry it to ano- 

her, and a worſe. Thus the world 
f'the wicked ſhall all appear, and 
Il'be concern'd in the Judgement that 
lows. 
The Righteous ſhall rife alſo, They 
Wake with vigour in their ſouls, and 
ein their eyes; with gayety in | 
_ their, 2 
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ind. tranſports in all thei 

owers: Their new warm'd blooc 

= moves pleaſantly in its ancient chan 
nels ; and the reſtored ſpirits dance 


an the renewed veins. They are 
glad to meet the. old companion of 
eir pleaſures', and their ariſcries 
Joycing ar its reſcne from the infa 


mous diſhonours of corru 
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knd thus the univerſal World both 
of the wicked, and the righteous ſhall 
appear on the Solemn Summons. 
& I could, not: chooſe but ſay 
nere now paſſionately. and 

y- Will be. atteed at that 


time, 
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me, tho | h the confideracioh of this bk 
belc ongs ro another place ). 
it py The Earth, and Air, and Sea, and: 
nh and Hell ſhall give up their 
d, Rev. 20.13- And fo Adamand' 
the FOatriarchs and- all the Ancient 
Sages, with their Sons, and Nephews 
I lateſt Poſteriry, ſhall Rand up 
i bgcthet@efore the Judgement Seat : $* 
br all are ſubjects of the ſame general 
Empire, and all are accountable for! 3 


KD 


their Actions to the ſame Soveraign | 


h idge : And He is the Manwhom God | 
bet dai d to Judge the world in Righa | |; 
8 And rh is the next thing] in 
e Text to be confider'd, viz. - 


H E Perſon appointed, The 

.& Man whom be bath ordaind : 
And-this is the Man Chrift Jeſus, even 
hb Yer who being in the form of God, 
hnght it no robbery to be equal with God, 
Ph 2.6, The ſame is He who is or-! 
daind 


| | AR. 10. 42. 
d now under this Head J] ſhall 
ew how fit he is, as man, for this 
t and ſolemn office, in theſe two 
iculars, ' 
is firto be the General Judge, 
is Man, becauſe he deſcended to the mean- 
efs of our condition : 'T'is buGhuſt that 
e, who laid by his ancient Glory, 


* Ws 


<cloath'd himſelf in the Livery of 


wltand ſhame, ſhould re-aſſlume thar 
tive Majeſty and ſplendour in the 
"Faceof univerial mankind : That He, 
/ who made an humble ſtoop from the 
$ Throne to the Manger , from! the Go-. 
7 vernment of the World, to the life of 
ameanſubjet; ſhould (art laſt) be 
uſtriouſly advanc'd as much above 
ce heights of humane grandeurs, as 
hen he was below them. ' no 
+ Tis:ft that That Holy and Divine Per- 
tho -was buffered and atfronted, 
'con- 
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Soveraighof 
ar Ponti as! hs | 
convinc'd Fate ; 


ief of an'' bh 
"may fee the ſhame 4A debofhte. 


f ehcirlafidetcy, and'their 
— the exaltacion of the" Hy 
work i 
e is fea- 


rl thi the Mor 


ſhould be'the Fi 
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Ears, ,a veil 
approaches. 


, and our..Frie: 
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ed-forus,. who is 
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ng fe incou- 

A 6c heads in that Day of 
» [as auch .xeviy' 'd by\che a 
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ta tage 
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d for, this cauſe alſo, , \'tis cot -) 
fit chat, che Man, 
& Judge, when 
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Now while our actions are tryec 
othe? Low, "aitd” meafured by i 


& [ſervices are very (cant ant 


ive, The beſt are like t 


mens lives and 
/ with f h is | 


itreſt, and. a cloud 


#34 


_—_ 


brow ofthe. moſt. reli 


4,molſt innocent. The Lay 
oncludes, all men.under fin-, and 
6. under yrath.: So that by this all 
e world is caſt;, and were happineſs 
ia be had. upon no. other. terms, | 
at would be the Gate mdeed , and - | 


»- 
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narrow the way , that none would 
find ict. And while, no; other; Book 
hanthis is opencd, all che Genera- 
loas of men fall ;proſtrate/ before 


®% 


_ 


ie Throne condera'd by. the, Law, 
ad by themſelves. Nothing is:to | 


Li 


heard bur an univerſal , groan, 


the ſuppliant cry of Merc, | 


= ww 


a. 


bore 
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hen, loe! the. oth:y Book 1s open- 


Ty de 
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; and out of it js read Grace and 


8” 


s- 
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dons to all 
,\ who have 
ſeſws, and 
'by their Repen- 
bedience : ' But 
eſs,” and' new confuſis 
Yeath , -Horrour, and everlaſting 
- Deftruftion from' the ' preſence of God 
= and of his Chriſt, 'ro all the ſtub- 
orn' Tejecters of His Grace, who 
would not haye' him to Rule over 
Xhem, nor accept'of His" offer'd Sal- 
vation.” Theſe are the Declarati- 
-ons' of 'this' Book, and theſe the mea- 
fures of that ighteouſn-[$ whereby we 
te to be-Judg'd : Asthe Judge him- 
elf hath told *us , John 12.-48. The 
pords that he Spake; *the fame ſhall Judge 
44 inthe laſt d4y.” * Arid God will Judgy| 
'the ſecrets" of men, - ſaith St. Baul, ace 
cording tomy Goſpel, Rom. 2. So that 

"believing. Penitents ©that are not perfect 

ding'to-the ? Law of Works wy J 

| lead 


heir encerit , "their Faith, « 
z and new Ubedience, which 1 
perfection according to the Law « 
paon”; And this will be' acceptt 
the Judge with a graciousgAf 
he tweet reviving voite of," Well 
e good and faithful Seryants. He 


invices chem co Him with the voice. | 
"piry and endearment, andraviſh- * 


eh cheir ſouls with the pleaſant ſounc 
4 Come yebleſſed of my Father, Marth, 


5.34 O the Ecſtaſtes that are in that 
entence ! O the killing harmony, of 
at voice ! Can a Finite ſpirit beat 
th exceſs ? The pleaſures of Eter- * 
ity crouded 'into a moment: © Did Þ 
infala Angels ever know ſuch auther? * | 
br can there be more traniport in ten - * 
jouſand- Halleſujahs ? Certainly, 


; a of that rapture , 
or che Tongue of a Cherub' ex+ 


(5 it, D 
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Clo One of the Goſpel ;. 

coulneſs is Faith, and 
which in the Grear 
ted, and _ 


TTY with impartial equity 
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evidence. Ly is, fer us conlider th 
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three [ES 


withour.intergt , or affect 
not be.awid no + of af q 
artiality, nd ondneſ; 
are equally diſtant fron 
n,, and all tan upon a Level bes' 
ore Him. He that beggs in Raggs, 
&.,wceps in the Corners. of the 
ers, {hall be heard affoon as 
|.Gallanc that lives in Lukar 
omp. He that tugg'd ar 
F. .alloon as the Commander 
zjons,;|' And the poor fellow' that 
ow'd the Plough, ſhall have az 
1 Fight done him; as the mighty. 
at (ate. u pon the Throne... 
He 1s power ul. 
s. Tg” \ So = he can execute his 
nce without reſiſtance or pol 
y of reſcue. . There is no ger- 


ut of Hi reach, who holds the, 


ings pate, 14,0 
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wer ' except 

aft drm like God ,. and could 

- like "Him. There is no quit- 
1s Dominions, for His Rule, 

reſence; are univerſal. The 
orth, and the furtheſt South , 

Yeſart and the Ocean, are all 
punds of Hls Em ire, 

Influence. -Yea, could we 

, thatis Hi: 

the (entre He is 

as'far as Hell; His 


g thus ſpoke to. 


e main parts of the Text; 4 


cend to enforce all, by ſome Pra: ? 
Tim provement. 


then there be an appointed Day for © 


; - 


Jo' univerſal and righteous a Judgement, 


O great and juſt a Judge, Let us con-. 


WEL) How: pafſmetly;- and 
ly mankind will be concern'd a 3 
time. © Of this ſomething hath 


= 
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en ſaid before,” bur I ſhall now 
{courſe the marter a little further, 
nd endeavour to give you ſome de-, 
tption of the Terrours of the wicked, 
d the Raptures of the 7uft at thar 
emnity : Though all that can'b 

d will be very thort of the Paſſions 

at Day. PN 

And (1.) How will the careleſſan 
wodly world be appal'd and aftiniſh 
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that unlook'd for Summons? 
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the diſſolure ſpirit. that 


7d, Dut. did not con- 
r,1 how. will. they txemble and be 
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unded at the dreadpreparations 
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Lo 8 
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ks 1 ſee the* pale looks, and 
motions, . the gazing eye 

ar, the F itratted face and 

the molt proud and 


The Drunkard. lets 
fie worlding 
 gaze,; the, loud companions are 
to { ence, and the merry. Droll 

"The-4theiſt hides 


Sot ſtarts up into 


[I 


+ - F my | ; 45 


cer this firſt ainazement, .Sce 
bling myltitude run di- 
. down 'F Some: 4nto 


eds the advice his. dear child"fe 
xe Wiſe claſps about her a 
Hubind, that 'is 4s help eſs 
Mgtrs I"Conſorr; 
$5 counſel of the PF 


r them; Rev. 6.16, and 1 
averits 'to hide from th 
-of the Judge.] But alas "hi &y 
7 ſe6 the vanity of thoſer aked 
ts; atid' find chetniſclves as't 
'c oſeſt ene as 


y all Court the Wn 


Fugi- 
go not, cannoe 

: enemies from- His eye , 
; .chrough. the. Earth, as 
lobeof Chry 
\ ; whicher ſhall they 

not. bear His preſence, 
y. cannot awid it: the Light kills 
arkne(s willnotbide, For the 
rknels to this, Judge ; | 
the, day to Him are both 
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eard, 
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bf. dread, and ſuch mortal 
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tings.,: and hoped for great abate 


conſideration of their. fatal 


orance : * But alas, _they were 


this Day earneſtly, andoften. 

dof all the World, and this- 

ll 5 acquainted. them with this 
ty while 'twas furure,; And t| 

r 


: moſt urgent , preſt the Truth- 
ele. things upon their Faith and. 


tions with. all, evidence and impor« 
ivicy, ſurablenels of addreſs and ac-: 

mmodation to. their Reaſon an Kr 
| Inc reſt; with-/all. the motives 


e.and fear, andallthe allicien- 
incentives that' uſe, to m0o' 
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F they were. 1ed,. but 
to A careleſs ſlumber; ;chey; 
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h ad to pre- 
aiſh-will 


were thy pleaſures 3 

para  joies of the happy - : 
jectants of this Time ? orthy life 
Wictes of equal moment-withthe af- ., 


b- 


rs of this day ? O how wildandab- | 
a are theſe queſtions now !and why # 
fre they nor alwaies ſuch in thy 
rem ? Yea, why didſt thou deter- 
Ine on the unreaſonable ſide ? what can # 
e fondling fleſh, and the world do 
IF thee ? whart reliſh now in thole | 
talures that.are gone our in ſtench 
dd ihame ? What profit. in thoſe de- 
ns whoſe objects are yaniſh'd with 
y hopes ? O how ſhall I anſwer this 
idge ? what ſhall I ay tothe black 
Wicment char lies againſt me? why 
I abuſe his love, and reject his ad- 
bſlex ? diſregard his promiſes, and | 
4 "ioke- 


and miſery 


nd lite, and glory 2 what 
my Judge ? what'to my 
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over me ſhame and bluſhing ; yea 
eath bideme and everlaſting dark- 
.calt its covering upon me; But 
vill not befriend one that hath 


a reaſon to ſeek it; and darkneſs 
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none upon themſelves. 
h refletionsof anguiſh and. « 
8 theſe, we may ſuppole the 
Great Day will-occafion inthe 
and be the beginnings rothem. 
'2 lad and intolerable Eternity, .. 
On the other ſide, (2. ) The Tranſs 
s.of the faithful will be unſpeakable 
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X that day ; whenthey ſhall exchange. 
, edoleful rone of How long ! how | ng, : 


rd! for the pleaſant voice, Hes. 


' He 1s come. See now howthe nim- * 
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le {pirits play inthe ſmiling eyes, that I? 
inguiſh'd and droop'd betore; 1'] 
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I] the lovers of the Holy Jeſs thatwere | 


U, 


2: dull and melancholy as Winter, ' 
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awaken into chear fulnels and VIgOUr. / 
Joy warms the cold and liveleſs blood,” 
and (ends it about with a pleaſanthrill: 
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WroU hall the.ch annels of its. mi It 
d. the enkindled {ſpirit 1s read 
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1e tranſporteq 
ie was thy 1 
all were the troubles of thy night, 
the pleaſures of this day? and how 
10us were thy complaints to ſo gloris 
n expeflation? O blefled.tears that 
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n ſuch triumphs! O pleaſant /or- 
at ends in rpture !: Was it ſuch 
that bur Lord promiſed to thoſe 


? was this the time I did ſo 
, and loindiffcrently regard 
Saviour 1 loved /o little ? and 
is that Lord | was fo careleſs to 
Ts:this He whom the fleſh an 
pred me ſo often todeny 
intereſt could do ſo little 
trpid ſoul ! How unworthy 
this ſrght of Glory? and 
worthy. of the favour of 
Iumphanr-Jeſus ? 


4 


a 


-_ FY 
4 
"7 


DO 


bees \w# lea ow Tt} C* 


 # VP PP png TY we 


: ro be i fight, and the 


hopethar. is within the reach. *? 


4 


4 
E: 
on 


r 
* 
. = 
£ Y 


Ss 


time. We are probationers here 
other ſtate, and the Day of Judge- 


/ main care and buſineſs to' 


henc is the great Time of Trial for it. 


we are found then,. our condition 
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vill be for ever; And accotding as our | 
Ktions have been, the Sentence will 


ſs, cither co everlafting Joyes, "or | 
leſs Woe : What remainsthen, bur - 
at we look on this as ourgr 
oft neceſſary work; That we 
ure Judgement alwaies 'm our 
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